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FINDING FAITH TO 
BUILD WHAT GOD 

HAS PUT IN 
FRONT OF YOU

A Better Way

The Bible tells a different story. The first thing God ever built was not a wall or a 

temple. Genesis says He created a person when God created Adam and Eve in His 

image and likeness. God placed His people in the world and gave them orders to 

cultivate and create from the good world God had made (Genesis 1:26-28). God is a 

good Father and he wants to see what his children will get up to by stewarding his 

good creation. The Bible ends not with souls escaping a wrecked world but with a 

finished city descending like a bride. Between those brackets runs one refrain: the 

LORD builds up Jerusalem and gathers the outcasts, and in the same breath, "he 

heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds." City walls and broken hearts, 

consecutive lines, one Builder. Scripture refuses the distinction we draw between 

the skyline and the soul. God holds both together. 

To exiles, people far from their homeland and wondering how to start over. God 

speaks in the first person. He is the controlling subject of activity. He commits to 

work in every verb of promise. “I will raise up the ruins. I will rebuild it as in the days 

of old. I will give you a new heart. I, the LORD, have rebuilt the ruined places.” Notice 

What He never says. He never says: submit your renovation plan, and I will inspect it. 

He moves in first. The whole Bible is the story of God's descending addresses: a 

garden, a tent, a temple, a feeding trough in an occupied town with no room in the 

inn. The Word became flesh and took up residence in the ruin.

When Jesus walks into the Gospels, we pay attention to the real estate He climbs 

across. He crosses a lake for one man living among the tombs, a man whose 

neighbors had given up restraining what he did to himself. He sits at a well with a 

woman on the fifth collapse of a marriage, and at tables with men whose ledgers 

were their ruin. In his most famous story, a son in the far country rehearses a 

contractor's speech on the road home — make me a hired servant, let me work off 

the rebuild — and the father is running before the estimate is out of the boy's mouth. 

Robe. Ring. Feast. "This my son was dead, and is alive again." What the father does 

is not renovation but resurrection. And the Builder incurred all the necessary costs. 

At the cross Jesus became the ruin — "destroy this temple" — condemned outside 

the wall, the demolition we deserved falling on Him. Three days later, God did what He 

had promised through every prophet: He raised the ruin. The empty tomb was once 

the house for the ruined and defeated God-man, and it becomes the first place of a 

rebuilt life. We can look back at the empty tomb from our own exilic experiences and 

realities of ruin and see that what happened there is the down-payment promise 

that he can overthrow the mess of the world for us today. 

Some of you have read this far with your arms crossed, and that’s understandable. 

You gave God the contract already. You prayed for the marriage and signed the 

papers anyway. You knelt at an altar in this room, or one like it, and were drunk again 

by Christmas. You are not cynical; you are experienced, and you should not be talked 

out of your experience. So hear what the rebuilding God actually promises. When the 

exiles finally rebuilt, the old men wept at the foundation — the new house was real, 

and it was not the old one. This means some rebuilds will not match your blueprint; 

God restores lives, not reruns. The timelines in this book insult our urgency: seventy 

years of exile, sixteen stalled years, three waves across a century, one famous 

fifty-two-day wall inside all that waiting. And even then the rebuilt people relapsed — 

the last chapter says so. The promise God made goes deeper than mere 

improvements: a new heart, a covenant kept from his side, a Builder who does not 

walk off the job. Paul reminded the Philippians, "He who began a good work in you 

will bring it to completion." 

Churches are meant to be fellowships of rebuilt ruins, and too often we have dressed 

like a street of finished houses — Sunday as open house, everything staged, nothing 

structural disclosed. Two hundred and six years in Nashville and 141 years on the 

corner of Seventh and Broadway surely include our share of curb appeal. If you have 

ever sat in this room, certain you were the only ruin in the row. We don’t have it all 

together, as good as we present ourselves and as strong as this season of renewal 

might feel. We are still fragile and frail and utterly dependent on the sustaining grace 

of God. 

So here is the invitation for this season: it is not "try harder." For ten weeks this 

church will walk through the Bible's great rebuilding story, in worship gatherings on 

Sundays, in discipleship seminars on Wednesday nights, and in fellowship around 

tables and in homes throughout the week. You can bring your ruins — the marriage, 

the bottle, the number, the pattern with your name on it. You do not need a plan; in 

this book, the survey and the weeping are where every rebuild begins. Let’s let one 

another in as well. Make sure one person in your life knows what’s actually going on 

so we can build sturdy and strong together. Let’s pursue greater transparency and 

accountability in our Bible Study Groups as well. Let’s invite God to come and rebuild 

the ruins we still inhabit and carry a spirit of expectation for what He’s going to do 

next. The God of this story builds cities and binds hearts in the same breath, and He 

is the only builder in town who bids on ruins. He is not waiting on your renovation. He 

is asking for your address.

A Word About Building For a City on the Rise

Nashville has never built faster. Stand on our front steps and count the cranes: the 

hotels are stacking floor on floor behind Broadway, the skyline looks different every 

Sunday. So a ten-week series about a construction project might look like the most 

Nashville thing this church has ever done. It is closer to the least.

And some of you are braced for a different reason. Nehemiah is the most 

requisitioned book in American church life. Wherever a congregation is being asked 

to pledge, expand, or relocate, someone is at a whiteboard with "rise and build" on it. 

We are nearing the end of a two-year strategic ministry plan called REVIVE, entering 

its final quarter, and you would be forgiven for expecting this series to arrive with a 

pledge card stapled to the back. If that is your suspicion, you have been paying 

attention. That is exactly how Ezra-Nehemiah often gets used. 

It is not how this book was written. In the Hebrew Bible, Ezra and Nehemiah are a 

single scroll, and it tells one story three times. Zerubbabel raises a temple. Ezra 

teaches the Book. Nehemiah walls the city. Each builder is sent by a Persian king, 

each is opposed, and each story ends short of its hopes: the old men weep at the 

new foundation, the reforms stall, and the famous wall stands finished by chapter 6 

of a thirteen-chapter book. It’s a fantastic and true story about the providence of 

God, the agency and action of everyday people, the threat of opposition, and what 

happens when everyone takes responsibility. And yet, more than half of Nehemiah is 

about what walls cannot do. The last page is not a ribbon-cutting but a tired reformer 

throwing a squatter's furniture out of the temple and praying, "Remember me, O my 

God, for good." The end of the book is not the triumph of people or human ingenuity 

but a settled reminder that we need God. 

Why walk into that story now? Because of how ours started. Two years ago we asked 

God to revive our hearts so we could sing again (Psalm 85:6) and we engaged in a 

season of reformation and renewal. The fruits of that are starting to report: adult 

baptisms, new members, new ministries – it’s all very exciting. We enjoy all of this 

aware of the seasons of revival. Hezekiah once reopened the temple doors, and 

Judah kept a Passover unmatched for generations. Then Babylon's envoys came, the 

prophet announced the exile, and the king's answer settled for "peace and security in 

my days." His own son rebuilt every altar to foreign gods the revival tore down. In 

Ezra-Nehemiah, the families these re-builders lead home are walking out of the 

wreckage from a previous generation. A revival is tested by its heirs, and the oldest 

failure in revival's history is the failure to hand the work on. We’re studying 

Ezra-Nehemiah to find the perspective and motivation to ensure we hand the work 

of this church on to another generation. 

We have been building toward this all year. In August we raised a stone and declared, 

"Thus far the LORD has helped us." Then a month of stewardship taught us to say, 

"All His. All in." Isaiah 58 had already spoken the promise over both: a people poured 

out for their city will be called "the repairer of the breach." Vision Sunday made the 

promise, stewardship gathered the materials; this autumn, the promise gets its 

story.

Two confessions from your pastor before we open the story. First, this congregation 

does not have to imagine Nehemiah 13. Two hundred and six years of existing as a 

church include seasons when the walls stood, and the people drifted. Second, the 

man most tempted to misread this book is the one preaching it. Nehemiah flatters 

pastors. It shows us a hero's role and a ready name for anyone who questions our 

plans. So let it be in writing before the first sermon: I am not Nehemiah, and no 

member of this church is Sanballat.

What is the season for, then? J. I. Packer, whose little book on Nehemiah sits under 

much of this series, says it should be read as "testimony to the renewing and 

sanctifying of the church" — written for God's praise, not the leader's. That is our aim 

in miniature. Ten weeks from now the walls of the story will be up, and the only 

question that will matter is whether a people got built inside them. This multi-use 

study guide in your hands runs on four questions your group will ask of every 

passage: 

• What the text teaches us about God.

• What it teaches us about our brokenness

• What it teaches us about salvation in Jesus, and

• What it teaches us about joining His mission in the power of the Spirit. 
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image and likeness. God placed His people in the world and gave them orders to 

cultivate and create from the good world God had made (Genesis 1:26-28). God is a 
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finished city descending like a bride. Between those brackets runs one refrain: the 

LORD builds up Jerusalem and gathers the outcasts, and in the same breath, "he 

heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds." City walls and broken hearts, 

consecutive lines, one Builder. Scripture refuses the distinction we draw between 

the skyline and the soul. God holds both together. 

To exiles, people far from their homeland and wondering how to start over. God 

speaks in the first person. He is the controlling subject of activity. He commits to 

work in every verb of promise. “I will raise up the ruins. I will rebuild it as in the days 

of old. I will give you a new heart. I, the LORD, have rebuilt the ruined places.” Notice 

What He never says. He never says: submit your renovation plan, and I will inspect it. 

He moves in first. The whole Bible is the story of God's descending addresses: a 

garden, a tent, a temple, a feeding trough in an occupied town with no room in the 

inn. The Word became flesh and took up residence in the ruin.

When Jesus walks into the Gospels, we pay attention to the real estate He climbs 

across. He crosses a lake for one man living among the tombs, a man whose 

neighbors had given up restraining what he did to himself. He sits at a well with a 

woman on the fifth collapse of a marriage, and at tables with men whose ledgers 

were their ruin. In his most famous story, a son in the far country rehearses a 

contractor's speech on the road home — make me a hired servant, let me work off 

the rebuild — and the father is running before the estimate is out of the boy's mouth. 

Robe. Ring. Feast. "This my son was dead, and is alive again." What the father does 

is not renovation but resurrection. And the Builder incurred all the necessary costs. 

At the cross Jesus became the ruin — "destroy this temple" — condemned outside 

the wall, the demolition we deserved falling on Him. Three days later, God did what He 

had promised through every prophet: He raised the ruin. The empty tomb was once 

the house for the ruined and defeated God-man, and it becomes the first place of a 

rebuilt life. We can look back at the empty tomb from our own exilic experiences and 

realities of ruin and see that what happened there is the down-payment promise 

that he can overthrow the mess of the world for us today. 

Some of you have read this far with your arms crossed, and that’s understandable. 

You gave God the contract already. You prayed for the marriage and signed the 

papers anyway. You knelt at an altar in this room, or one like it, and were drunk again 

by Christmas. You are not cynical; you are experienced, and you should not be talked 

out of your experience. So hear what the rebuilding God actually promises. When the 

exiles finally rebuilt, the old men wept at the foundation — the new house was real, 

and it was not the old one. This means some rebuilds will not match your blueprint; 

God restores lives, not reruns. The timelines in this book insult our urgency: seventy 

years of exile, sixteen stalled years, three waves across a century, one famous 

fifty-two-day wall inside all that waiting. And even then the rebuilt people relapsed — 

the last chapter says so. The promise God made goes deeper than mere 

improvements: a new heart, a covenant kept from his side, a Builder who does not 

walk off the job. Paul reminded the Philippians, "He who began a good work in you 

will bring it to completion." 

Churches are meant to be fellowships of rebuilt ruins, and too often we have dressed 

like a street of finished houses — Sunday as open house, everything staged, nothing 

structural disclosed. Two hundred and six years in Nashville and 141 years on the 

corner of Seventh and Broadway surely include our share of curb appeal. If you have 

ever sat in this room, certain you were the only ruin in the row. We don’t have it all 

together, as good as we present ourselves and as strong as this season of renewal 

might feel. We are still fragile and frail and utterly dependent on the sustaining grace 

of God. 
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church will walk through the Bible's great rebuilding story, in worship gatherings on 

Sundays, in discipleship seminars on Wednesday nights, and in fellowship around 

tables and in homes throughout the week. You can bring your ruins — the marriage, 

the bottle, the number, the pattern with your name on it. You do not need a plan; in 

this book, the survey and the weeping are where every rebuild begins. Let’s let one 

another in as well. Make sure one person in your life knows what’s actually going on 

so we can build sturdy and strong together. Let’s pursue greater transparency and 

accountability in our Bible Study Groups as well. Let’s invite God to come and rebuild 

the ruins we still inhabit and carry a spirit of expectation for what He’s going to do 

next. The God of this story builds cities and binds hearts in the same breath, and He 

is the only builder in town who bids on ruins. He is not waiting on your renovation. He 

is asking for your address.

A Word About Building For a City on the Rise

Nashville has never built faster. Stand on our front steps and count the cranes: the 

hotels are stacking floor on floor behind Broadway, the skyline looks different every 

Sunday. So a ten-week series about a construction project might look like the most 

Nashville thing this church has ever done. It is closer to the least.

And some of you are braced for a different reason. Nehemiah is the most 

requisitioned book in American church life. Wherever a congregation is being asked 

to pledge, expand, or relocate, someone is at a whiteboard with "rise and build" on it. 

We are nearing the end of a two-year strategic ministry plan called REVIVE, entering 

its final quarter, and you would be forgiven for expecting this series to arrive with a 

pledge card stapled to the back. If that is your suspicion, you have been paying 

attention. That is exactly how Ezra-Nehemiah often gets used. 

It is not how this book was written. In the Hebrew Bible, Ezra and Nehemiah are a 

single scroll, and it tells one story three times. Zerubbabel raises a temple. Ezra 

teaches the Book. Nehemiah walls the city. Each builder is sent by a Persian king, 

each is opposed, and each story ends short of its hopes: the old men weep at the 

new foundation, the reforms stall, and the famous wall stands finished by chapter 6 

of a thirteen-chapter book. It’s a fantastic and true story about the providence of 

God, the agency and action of everyday people, the threat of opposition, and what 

happens when everyone takes responsibility. And yet, more than half of Nehemiah is 

about what walls cannot do. The last page is not a ribbon-cutting but a tired reformer 

throwing a squatter's furniture out of the temple and praying, "Remember me, O my 

God, for good." The end of the book is not the triumph of people or human ingenuity 

but a settled reminder that we need God. 

Why walk into that story now? Because of how ours started. Two years ago we asked 

God to revive our hearts so we could sing again (Psalm 85:6) and we engaged in a 

season of reformation and renewal. The fruits of that are starting to report: adult 

baptisms, new members, new ministries – it’s all very exciting. We enjoy all of this 

aware of the seasons of revival. Hezekiah once reopened the temple doors, and 

Judah kept a Passover unmatched for generations. Then Babylon's envoys came, the 

prophet announced the exile, and the king's answer settled for "peace and security in 

my days." His own son rebuilt every altar to foreign gods the revival tore down. In 
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of this church on to another generation. 

We have been building toward this all year. In August we raised a stone and declared, 

"Thus far the LORD has helped us." Then a month of stewardship taught us to say, 
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out for their city will be called "the repairer of the breach." Vision Sunday made the 
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does not have to imagine Nehemiah 13. Two hundred and six years of existing as a 

church include seasons when the walls stood, and the people drifted. Second, the 

man most tempted to misread this book is the one preaching it. Nehemiah flatters 

pastors. It shows us a hero's role and a ready name for anyone who questions our 

plans. So let it be in writing before the first sermon: I am not Nehemiah, and no 

member of this church is Sanballat.

What is the season for, then? J. I. Packer, whose little book on Nehemiah sits under 

much of this series, says it should be read as "testimony to the renewing and 

sanctifying of the church" — written for God's praise, not the leader's. That is our aim 

in miniature. Ten weeks from now the walls of the story will be up, and the only 

question that will matter is whether a people got built inside them. This multi-use 

study guide in your hands runs on four questions your group will ask of every 

passage: 

• What the text teaches us about God.

• What it teaches us about our brokenness

• What it teaches us about salvation in Jesus, and

• What it teaches us about joining His mission in the power of the Spirit. 
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• Hub of Prayer and Spiritual Renewal

• Cultivating Vibrant Creative 
Community

• Activating our Deacons for Connection 
and Support

• Deep Discipleship and Biblically 
Focused Growth

• Enhancing our Team to Carry the 
Vision for Nashville

• College and Young Adult Ministry

• Faith and Work Ministry

• City Engagement

• Global Missions

• Radical Generosity 

Ten
Strategic
Initiatives

These 10 Strategic Initiatives are intended to guide our 
ministry goals from 2025-2035.

These are broken up into several segments with “Revive” 
kicking off the plan from 2024-26.

A Better Way

The Bible tells a different story. The first thing God ever built was not a wall or a 

temple. Genesis says He created a person when God created Adam and Eve in His 

image and likeness. God placed His people in the world and gave them orders to 

cultivate and create from the good world God had made (Genesis 1:26-28). God is a 

good Father and he wants to see what his children will get up to by stewarding his 

good creation. The Bible ends not with souls escaping a wrecked world but with a 

finished city descending like a bride. Between those brackets runs one refrain: the 

LORD builds up Jerusalem and gathers the outcasts, and in the same breath, "he 

heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds." City walls and broken hearts, 

consecutive lines, one Builder. Scripture refuses the distinction we draw between 

the skyline and the soul. God holds both together. 

To exiles, people far from their homeland and wondering how to start over. God 

speaks in the first person. He is the controlling subject of activity. He commits to 

work in every verb of promise. “I will raise up the ruins. I will rebuild it as in the days 

of old. I will give you a new heart. I, the LORD, have rebuilt the ruined places.” Notice 

What He never says. He never says: submit your renovation plan, and I will inspect it. 

He moves in first. The whole Bible is the story of God's descending addresses: a 

garden, a tent, a temple, a feeding trough in an occupied town with no room in the 

inn. The Word became flesh and took up residence in the ruin.

When Jesus walks into the Gospels, we pay attention to the real estate He climbs 

across. He crosses a lake for one man living among the tombs, a man whose 

neighbors had given up restraining what he did to himself. He sits at a well with a 

woman on the fifth collapse of a marriage, and at tables with men whose ledgers 

were their ruin. In his most famous story, a son in the far country rehearses a 

contractor's speech on the road home — make me a hired servant, let me work off 

the rebuild — and the father is running before the estimate is out of the boy's mouth. 

Robe. Ring. Feast. "This my son was dead, and is alive again." What the father does 

is not renovation but resurrection. And the Builder incurred all the necessary costs. 

At the cross Jesus became the ruin — "destroy this temple" — condemned outside 

the wall, the demolition we deserved falling on Him. Three days later, God did what He 

had promised through every prophet: He raised the ruin. The empty tomb was once 

the house for the ruined and defeated God-man, and it becomes the first place of a 

rebuilt life. We can look back at the empty tomb from our own exilic experiences and 

realities of ruin and see that what happened there is the down-payment promise 

that he can overthrow the mess of the world for us today. 

Some of you have read this far with your arms crossed, and that’s understandable. 

You gave God the contract already. You prayed for the marriage and signed the 

papers anyway. You knelt at an altar in this room, or one like it, and were drunk again 

by Christmas. You are not cynical; you are experienced, and you should not be talked 

out of your experience. So hear what the rebuilding God actually promises. When the 

exiles finally rebuilt, the old men wept at the foundation — the new house was real, 

and it was not the old one. This means some rebuilds will not match your blueprint; 

God restores lives, not reruns. The timelines in this book insult our urgency: seventy 

years of exile, sixteen stalled years, three waves across a century, one famous 

fifty-two-day wall inside all that waiting. And even then the rebuilt people relapsed — 

the last chapter says so. The promise God made goes deeper than mere 

improvements: a new heart, a covenant kept from his side, a Builder who does not 

walk off the job. Paul reminded the Philippians, "He who began a good work in you 

will bring it to completion." 

Churches are meant to be fellowships of rebuilt ruins, and too often we have dressed 

like a street of finished houses — Sunday as open house, everything staged, nothing 

structural disclosed. Two hundred and six years in Nashville and 141 years on the 

corner of Seventh and Broadway surely include our share of curb appeal. If you have 

ever sat in this room, certain you were the only ruin in the row. We don’t have it all 

together, as good as we present ourselves and as strong as this season of renewal 

might feel. We are still fragile and frail and utterly dependent on the sustaining grace 

of God. 

So here is the invitation for this season: it is not "try harder." For ten weeks this 

church will walk through the Bible's great rebuilding story, in worship gatherings on 

Sundays, in discipleship seminars on Wednesday nights, and in fellowship around 

tables and in homes throughout the week. You can bring your ruins — the marriage, 

the bottle, the number, the pattern with your name on it. You do not need a plan; in 

this book, the survey and the weeping are where every rebuild begins. Let’s let one 

another in as well. Make sure one person in your life knows what’s actually going on 

so we can build sturdy and strong together. Let’s pursue greater transparency and 

accountability in our Bible Study Groups as well. Let’s invite God to come and rebuild 

the ruins we still inhabit and carry a spirit of expectation for what He’s going to do 

next. The God of this story builds cities and binds hearts in the same breath, and He 

is the only builder in town who bids on ruins. He is not waiting on your renovation. He 

is asking for your address.

A Word About Building For a City on the Rise

Nashville has never built faster. Stand on our front steps and count the cranes: the 

hotels are stacking floor on floor behind Broadway, the skyline looks different every 

Sunday. So a ten-week series about a construction project might look like the most 

Nashville thing this church has ever done. It is closer to the least.

And some of you are braced for a different reason. Nehemiah is the most 

requisitioned book in American church life. Wherever a congregation is being asked 

to pledge, expand, or relocate, someone is at a whiteboard with "rise and build" on it. 

We are nearing the end of a two-year strategic ministry plan called REVIVE, entering 

its final quarter, and you would be forgiven for expecting this series to arrive with a 

pledge card stapled to the back. If that is your suspicion, you have been paying 

attention. That is exactly how Ezra-Nehemiah often gets used. 

It is not how this book was written. In the Hebrew Bible, Ezra and Nehemiah are a 

single scroll, and it tells one story three times. Zerubbabel raises a temple. Ezra 

teaches the Book. Nehemiah walls the city. Each builder is sent by a Persian king, 

each is opposed, and each story ends short of its hopes: the old men weep at the 

new foundation, the reforms stall, and the famous wall stands finished by chapter 6 

of a thirteen-chapter book. It’s a fantastic and true story about the providence of 

God, the agency and action of everyday people, the threat of opposition, and what 

happens when everyone takes responsibility. And yet, more than half of Nehemiah is 

about what walls cannot do. The last page is not a ribbon-cutting but a tired reformer 

throwing a squatter's furniture out of the temple and praying, "Remember me, O my 

God, for good." The end of the book is not the triumph of people or human ingenuity 

but a settled reminder that we need God. 

Why walk into that story now? Because of how ours started. Two years ago we asked 

God to revive our hearts so we could sing again (Psalm 85:6) and we engaged in a 

season of reformation and renewal. The fruits of that are starting to report: adult 

baptisms, new members, new ministries – it’s all very exciting. We enjoy all of this 

aware of the seasons of revival. Hezekiah once reopened the temple doors, and 

Judah kept a Passover unmatched for generations. Then Babylon's envoys came, the 

prophet announced the exile, and the king's answer settled for "peace and security in 

my days." His own son rebuilt every altar to foreign gods the revival tore down. In 

Ezra-Nehemiah, the families these re-builders lead home are walking out of the 

wreckage from a previous generation. A revival is tested by its heirs, and the oldest 

failure in revival's history is the failure to hand the work on. We’re studying 

Ezra-Nehemiah to find the perspective and motivation to ensure we hand the work 

of this church on to another generation. 

We have been building toward this all year. In August we raised a stone and declared, 

"Thus far the LORD has helped us." Then a month of stewardship taught us to say, 

"All His. All in." Isaiah 58 had already spoken the promise over both: a people poured 

out for their city will be called "the repairer of the breach." Vision Sunday made the 

promise, stewardship gathered the materials; this autumn, the promise gets its 

story.

Two confessions from your pastor before we open the story. First, this congregation 

does not have to imagine Nehemiah 13. Two hundred and six years of existing as a 

church include seasons when the walls stood, and the people drifted. Second, the 

man most tempted to misread this book is the one preaching it. Nehemiah flatters 

pastors. It shows us a hero's role and a ready name for anyone who questions our 

plans. So let it be in writing before the first sermon: I am not Nehemiah, and no 

member of this church is Sanballat.

What is the season for, then? J. I. Packer, whose little book on Nehemiah sits under 

much of this series, says it should be read as "testimony to the renewing and 

sanctifying of the church" — written for God's praise, not the leader's. That is our aim 

in miniature. Ten weeks from now the walls of the story will be up, and the only 

question that will matter is whether a people got built inside them. This multi-use 

study guide in your hands runs on four questions your group will ask of every 

passage: 

• What the text teaches us about God.

• What it teaches us about our brokenness

• What it teaches us about salvation in Jesus, and

• What it teaches us about joining His mission in the power of the Spirit. 
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Developing a Culture of Prayer: Prayer is the foundation of spiritual 

awakening.

Building a College and Young Adult Ministry: We are passionate about 

reaching the next generation.

Engaging the City: Our vision is to see Nashville transformed by the gospel.

Equipping Our Deacons for Future Development: To better serve our 

church and city.

Sta�ing for the Future: We want to ensure our sta� is equipped and

aligned with the church’s vision and strategy.

Two-Year (2024-2026)
Strategic Initiatives
for “Revive”

Our two-year strategic ministry plan is built around a vision for spiritual renewal, 

deep discipleship, and community transformation. 

A deeply revived city requires a deeply revived church, simply a collection of deeply 

revived people. It starts with each of us turning and returning our entire selves to 

God and asking him to make us whole.

In 2026, we are continuing to emphasize:

A Better Way

The Bible tells a different story. The first thing God ever built was not a wall or a 

temple. Genesis says He created a person when God created Adam and Eve in His 

image and likeness. God placed His people in the world and gave them orders to 

cultivate and create from the good world God had made (Genesis 1:26-28). God is a 

good Father and he wants to see what his children will get up to by stewarding his 

good creation. The Bible ends not with souls escaping a wrecked world but with a 

finished city descending like a bride. Between those brackets runs one refrain: the 

LORD builds up Jerusalem and gathers the outcasts, and in the same breath, "he 

heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds." City walls and broken hearts, 

consecutive lines, one Builder. Scripture refuses the distinction we draw between 

the skyline and the soul. God holds both together. 

To exiles, people far from their homeland and wondering how to start over. God 

speaks in the first person. He is the controlling subject of activity. He commits to 

work in every verb of promise. “I will raise up the ruins. I will rebuild it as in the days 

of old. I will give you a new heart. I, the LORD, have rebuilt the ruined places.” Notice 

What He never says. He never says: submit your renovation plan, and I will inspect it. 

He moves in first. The whole Bible is the story of God's descending addresses: a 

garden, a tent, a temple, a feeding trough in an occupied town with no room in the 

inn. The Word became flesh and took up residence in the ruin.

When Jesus walks into the Gospels, we pay attention to the real estate He climbs 

across. He crosses a lake for one man living among the tombs, a man whose 

neighbors had given up restraining what he did to himself. He sits at a well with a 

woman on the fifth collapse of a marriage, and at tables with men whose ledgers 

were their ruin. In his most famous story, a son in the far country rehearses a 

contractor's speech on the road home — make me a hired servant, let me work off 

the rebuild — and the father is running before the estimate is out of the boy's mouth. 

Robe. Ring. Feast. "This my son was dead, and is alive again." What the father does 

is not renovation but resurrection. And the Builder incurred all the necessary costs. 

At the cross Jesus became the ruin — "destroy this temple" — condemned outside 

the wall, the demolition we deserved falling on Him. Three days later, God did what He 

had promised through every prophet: He raised the ruin. The empty tomb was once 

the house for the ruined and defeated God-man, and it becomes the first place of a 

rebuilt life. We can look back at the empty tomb from our own exilic experiences and 

realities of ruin and see that what happened there is the down-payment promise 

that he can overthrow the mess of the world for us today. 

Some of you have read this far with your arms crossed, and that’s understandable. 

You gave God the contract already. You prayed for the marriage and signed the 

papers anyway. You knelt at an altar in this room, or one like it, and were drunk again 

by Christmas. You are not cynical; you are experienced, and you should not be talked 

out of your experience. So hear what the rebuilding God actually promises. When the 

exiles finally rebuilt, the old men wept at the foundation — the new house was real, 

and it was not the old one. This means some rebuilds will not match your blueprint; 

God restores lives, not reruns. The timelines in this book insult our urgency: seventy 

years of exile, sixteen stalled years, three waves across a century, one famous 

fifty-two-day wall inside all that waiting. And even then the rebuilt people relapsed — 

the last chapter says so. The promise God made goes deeper than mere 

improvements: a new heart, a covenant kept from his side, a Builder who does not 

walk off the job. Paul reminded the Philippians, "He who began a good work in you 

will bring it to completion." 

Churches are meant to be fellowships of rebuilt ruins, and too often we have dressed 

like a street of finished houses — Sunday as open house, everything staged, nothing 

structural disclosed. Two hundred and six years in Nashville and 141 years on the 

corner of Seventh and Broadway surely include our share of curb appeal. If you have 

ever sat in this room, certain you were the only ruin in the row. We don’t have it all 

together, as good as we present ourselves and as strong as this season of renewal 

might feel. We are still fragile and frail and utterly dependent on the sustaining grace 

of God. 

So here is the invitation for this season: it is not "try harder." For ten weeks this 

church will walk through the Bible's great rebuilding story, in worship gatherings on 

Sundays, in discipleship seminars on Wednesday nights, and in fellowship around 

tables and in homes throughout the week. You can bring your ruins — the marriage, 

the bottle, the number, the pattern with your name on it. You do not need a plan; in 

this book, the survey and the weeping are where every rebuild begins. Let’s let one 

another in as well. Make sure one person in your life knows what’s actually going on 

so we can build sturdy and strong together. Let’s pursue greater transparency and 

accountability in our Bible Study Groups as well. Let’s invite God to come and rebuild 

the ruins we still inhabit and carry a spirit of expectation for what He’s going to do 

next. The God of this story builds cities and binds hearts in the same breath, and He 

is the only builder in town who bids on ruins. He is not waiting on your renovation. He 

is asking for your address.

A Word About Building For a City on the Rise

Nashville has never built faster. Stand on our front steps and count the cranes: the 

hotels are stacking floor on floor behind Broadway, the skyline looks different every 

Sunday. So a ten-week series about a construction project might look like the most 

Nashville thing this church has ever done. It is closer to the least.

And some of you are braced for a different reason. Nehemiah is the most 

requisitioned book in American church life. Wherever a congregation is being asked 

to pledge, expand, or relocate, someone is at a whiteboard with "rise and build" on it. 

We are nearing the end of a two-year strategic ministry plan called REVIVE, entering 

its final quarter, and you would be forgiven for expecting this series to arrive with a 

pledge card stapled to the back. If that is your suspicion, you have been paying 

attention. That is exactly how Ezra-Nehemiah often gets used. 

It is not how this book was written. In the Hebrew Bible, Ezra and Nehemiah are a 

single scroll, and it tells one story three times. Zerubbabel raises a temple. Ezra 

teaches the Book. Nehemiah walls the city. Each builder is sent by a Persian king, 

each is opposed, and each story ends short of its hopes: the old men weep at the 

new foundation, the reforms stall, and the famous wall stands finished by chapter 6 

of a thirteen-chapter book. It’s a fantastic and true story about the providence of 

God, the agency and action of everyday people, the threat of opposition, and what 

happens when everyone takes responsibility. And yet, more than half of Nehemiah is 

about what walls cannot do. The last page is not a ribbon-cutting but a tired reformer 

throwing a squatter's furniture out of the temple and praying, "Remember me, O my 

God, for good." The end of the book is not the triumph of people or human ingenuity 

but a settled reminder that we need God. 

Why walk into that story now? Because of how ours started. Two years ago we asked 

God to revive our hearts so we could sing again (Psalm 85:6) and we engaged in a 

season of reformation and renewal. The fruits of that are starting to report: adult 

baptisms, new members, new ministries – it’s all very exciting. We enjoy all of this 

aware of the seasons of revival. Hezekiah once reopened the temple doors, and 

Judah kept a Passover unmatched for generations. Then Babylon's envoys came, the 

prophet announced the exile, and the king's answer settled for "peace and security in 

my days." His own son rebuilt every altar to foreign gods the revival tore down. In 

Ezra-Nehemiah, the families these re-builders lead home are walking out of the 

wreckage from a previous generation. A revival is tested by its heirs, and the oldest 

failure in revival's history is the failure to hand the work on. We’re studying 

Ezra-Nehemiah to find the perspective and motivation to ensure we hand the work 

of this church on to another generation. 

We have been building toward this all year. In August we raised a stone and declared, 

"Thus far the LORD has helped us." Then a month of stewardship taught us to say, 

"All His. All in." Isaiah 58 had already spoken the promise over both: a people poured 

out for their city will be called "the repairer of the breach." Vision Sunday made the 

promise, stewardship gathered the materials; this autumn, the promise gets its 

story.

Two confessions from your pastor before we open the story. First, this congregation 

does not have to imagine Nehemiah 13. Two hundred and six years of existing as a 

church include seasons when the walls stood, and the people drifted. Second, the 

man most tempted to misread this book is the one preaching it. Nehemiah flatters 

pastors. It shows us a hero's role and a ready name for anyone who questions our 

plans. So let it be in writing before the first sermon: I am not Nehemiah, and no 

member of this church is Sanballat.

What is the season for, then? J. I. Packer, whose little book on Nehemiah sits under 

much of this series, says it should be read as "testimony to the renewing and 

sanctifying of the church" — written for God's praise, not the leader's. That is our aim 

in miniature. Ten weeks from now the walls of the story will be up, and the only 

question that will matter is whether a people got built inside them. This multi-use 

study guide in your hands runs on four questions your group will ask of every 

passage: 

• What the text teaches us about God.

• What it teaches us about our brokenness

• What it teaches us about salvation in Jesus, and

• What it teaches us about joining His mission in the power of the Spirit. 
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