
The Great I AM
An old idiom describes great surprise: You could have knocked me over 
with a feather. The Bible records instances when hearing the name of God, 
I AM, had that effect on people, and they fell on their faces at the sound 
of His name: Abraham (Genesis 17:3); Balaam (Numbers 22:31); Ezekiel 
(Ezekiel 1:28; 43:2-3; 44:4); Daniel (Daniel 10:9); John (Revelation 1:17).

At Gethsemane, when Jesus identified Himself, saying “I am”— the name 
of God which all present recognized – the soldiers fell to the ground. 

Jesus demonstrated by His actions that He was the Son of God. He stated 
plainly, “I and the Father are one” (John 10:30). He also used figures of 
speech, word pictures, to help His hearers understand who He is:  
the Christ, the Son of the living God. John recorded some of these in the 
books of John and Revelation. 

How to use this devotional guide
•  Each day of Holy Week, the week leading up to Easter Sunday,  

meditate on Jesus’ words about who HE IS. Reflect on the words  
from fellow church members as together we seek to know and follow 
the great I AM. 

•  You will also find hymns and worship songs linked throughout the 
week. Use these in your personal or family times of worship.  
(CGH – Celebrating Grace Hymnal) 

•  Finally, read and memorize additional verses that teach us who  
God – and His Son Jesus – is. We pray that these will enhance your 
celebration of the risen Christ this Easter.

_______________________________________________________ 
The Greek word translates to “I AM”, English translators added the “he”: “I am he.”

Content Links
I Am the Bread of Life  
(John 6:35,41-59) by Jason Marsh
I Am the Light of the World  
(John 8:12; 9:5) by Jamie Nabakowski
I Am the Door of the Sheep  
(John 10:7,9) by Meredith Cummings
I Am the Good Shepherd  
(John 10:11) by Diana Chandler
I Am the Resurrection and the Life 
(John 11:25) by Janis Aston
I Am the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life (John 14:6) by Jim Shull
I Am the Vine  
(John 15:1) by Mary Ann Harris
I Am the Bright Morning Star  
(Revelation 22:16) by Steve Caldwell
The Eternal I AM 
 by Richard Flatbush
I Am the Alpha and Omega  
The Bible
More Music Links 

Recommended Favorites!
•  Listen to “Great I Am” sung by the First 

Baptist Dallas choir at 
https://youtu.be/sZlsAR-WvmY

•      “I Am” (names of Christ montage) 
Hillard, Smith & Clydesdale  
https://youtu.be/DcNPmXaGhYc 
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Palm Sunday, March 28

I Am the Bread of Life
Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, 

and whoever believes in me shall never thirst. (John 6:35,41-59)

When I think of bread, many things come to mind. I am reminded how ancient bread is. Bread 
sustains our bodies. Bread is the tie that binds. We use bread for worship. We break bread when we 
gather for fellowship. Bread is one of the Lord’s many daily provisions. 

Throughout the Bible are many instances where God provided bread for His children as a source of 
nourishment. God made manna fall from the sky after His children left Egypt. Jesus miraculously 
turned five loaves of bread and two small fish into enough food to feed five thousand people.
    
As we prepare our hearts for Holy Week, I reflect on God’s many daily provisions for myself and for 
my family. 2013 was a difficult year for me. Probably the most difficult year of my adult life. I was 
struggling financially. Living below the poverty level. Struggling to get through school. Struggling to 
provide for my daughter Kristen. I was homeless. 

Many nights I would sleep in my truck. I would do a little Bible reading by flashlight, and I would 
look up to heaven and say my prayers to the Lord. “God, I am okay. Thank you for Jesus. Thank you 
for blessing me with a beautiful healthy daughter. Thank you for my truck. Thank you for what little 
money I have in my pocket.” And I would thank God for what I had to eat that day.

I truly believe that God allows trials and tribulations to draw us closer to him.  Now through daily 
prayer, patience, perseverance, and persistence, my life is better. This is what the Lord has done  
for me. I am no longer homeless. My daughter Kristen will graduate from college later this year.  
Hopefully, soon I will be able to resume my studies. My income is better. Daily I thank the Lord for 
what He provides. God has truly provided me with a better way. That better way is our risen Lord 
Jesus! Jesus is truly the Bread of my life.

Author:
Jason Marsh was baptized by Rus Roach of First 
Baptist Church Nashville in May 1998. He raised 
his daughter, Kristen, at First Baptist Nashville, 
and she was also baptized here. Jason is a mem-
ber of the Cornerstone department, Greer/Pick-
rell class.

     

Hymns & Worship Songs: 
“Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K5uwi04ttjA 

“Break Thou the Bread of Life” – 2nd stanza 
(CGH #35)  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=26OPq7sX-
C3k  

“Fill My Cup, Lord” (631 BH 2008)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s4l2yY2r95g

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K5uwi04ttjA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=26OPq7sXC3k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=26OPq7sXC3k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s4l2yY2r95g
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I Am the Light of the World
Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not 

walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” (John 8:12)

We live on a small road in Pegram. The nights can be very dark, creating an interesting situation for 
Charli Mae and Ames, who are responsible for closing the door to chicken coop each night. Some 
nights, by the time Charli and Ames make it out to the coop, darkness is well established. In their  
excitement to race to the coop, the two kids sometimes forget the little flashlight. Without a light to 
see the woodshed or the trailer (or any number of other obstructions) the 100-yard walk from the 
house to the coop turns into a game of chance and can result in bumps and bruises. However, by  
simply remembering the flashlight, all the challenges presented by the dark are illuminated, making 
the passage to the coop safe and peaceful.

The theme of light versus darkness plays a major role in the Gospel of John. (See John 1:4-9.) In John 
8:12, Jesus tells a group at the Temple, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never 
walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” During a study of John last year, Ana and I learned 
that Jesus likely said “I am the light of the world” during the joyful Jewish Feast of Tabernacles, or 
Feast of Booths.* (See John 7:2.) During this festival, four towering menorahs were lit up at the  
Temple as Levites sang and played music. With this in mind, picture Jesus standing in the Temple, in 
the place where these brilliant fires would be burning, proclaiming, “I am the light of the world.” Some 
who heard refused to understand what He meant, but many believed in Him. 

During this Easter season, we hope you are reminded through verses like John 8:12 of Jesus’ power 
and deity. We pray that you understand how following Jesus is the only true way to navigate through 
the darkness of this world. We pray you know that Jesus provides eternal protection against the dark-
ness for those who follow His brilliant light.

* See Gerald Borchert in The New American Commentary on John. See also https://www.hebrew4christians.com/Holi-
days/Fall_Holidays/Sukkot/sukkot.html

Author:
Jamie and Ana Nabakowski, both born and raised 
in Memphis, TN, live in Pegram, TN, with their 
children: Charli Mae (9), Ames (7), Novalee (4), 
and Jolie Grace (11 mos.). The Nabakowskis 
joined NFBC in 2016, attend the Bryson/Walsh 
class, and alternate between the Fellowship on 
Broadway and Sanctuary services during Sunday 
worship.
     

Hymns & Worship Songs: 
“Christ Is the World’s Light” – (CGH #154)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UOv2dwL-
rYW4

“Shine, Jesus, Shine” – (CGH #156)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J3iB30gCqAc

“The Light of the World Is Jesus”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Naub5vb-
Dycs

https://www.hebrew4christians.com/Holidays/Fall_Holidays/Sukkot/sukkot.html
https://www.hebrew4christians.com/Holidays/Fall_Holidays/Sukkot/sukkot.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UOv2dwLrYW4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UOv2dwLrYW4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J3iB30gCqAc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Naub5vbDycs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Naub5vbDycs
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Tuesday, March 30

I Am the Door of the Sheep
Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. … If anyone enters by me, 

he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture. (John 10:7,9)

In John 10 Jesus describes Himself as the door. In that time, the door was tended by a gatekeeper who 
guarded the sheep against danger, gave access to the shepherd of the sheep, and led the sheep out of 
the sheepfold for nourishment. Jesus is both the door and the gatekeeper who guards His flock against 
the enemy, gives access to the Father, and provides for the needs of the sheep.

Jesus is the door to salvation. The Gospel is exclusive in that Jesus claims to be the door rather than a 
door (John 10:7) and echoes this in John 14:6, “I am the truth, and the life, and the way. No one comes 
to the Father except through Me.” Jesus alluded to the reality that He was the door to salvation for Jews 
and also for Gentiles, the “sheep not of this fold” (John 10:15-16). As those who have relationship with 
the Father through Christ, our reality is admission into His kingdom (Matthew 25:34). Di emou is the 
Greek phrase meaning “through me as the door.” Recognizing that we fall short of the glory of God, 
we can only enter the family of God through Jesus, the open “door of faith” (Acts 14:27). Because of 
His substitutional atonement and divine resurrection, He alone is the great Mediator between God 
and mankind, through whom we can enter into right standing before the Holy God (1 Timothy 2:5).

Jesus provides for His flock, the church. Our soul finds satisfaction when we seek fulfillment from the 
hand of God alone. While “the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour,” 
we can take heart knowing our salvation is secure in Jesus. Because we have relationship with God 
through Jesus as the door, we have assurance that “when the chief Shepherd appears, we will receive 
the unfading crown of glory” and will cry out with all the saints for eternity, “Salvation belongs to our 
God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” (1 Peter 5:4, 8; Revelation 7:10)

Author:
Meredith Cummings joined Nashville First Bap-
tist Church in September, 2020. She serves in the 
student ministry alongside her husband, Caleb 
Cummings. They have an 11-month-old daugh-
ter, Hadley. Meredith grew up in Atlanta, grad-
uated from Mississippi College, and moved to 
Nashville in 2017. She is a registered periopera-
tive nurse at Monroe Carell Jr. Children’s Hospital 
at Vanderbilt and is a singer/musician/songwriter 
for The Lowly Heirs.

     

Hymns & Worship Songs: 
“He Will Hold Me Fast” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=936BapRF-
HaQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=936BapRFHaQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=936BapRFHaQ


Wednesday, March 31
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I Am the Good Shepherd
I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. (John 10:11)

When performed correctly, shepherding is a noble, sacrificial, and often exhausting task. But there 
were many shepherds in biblical times who didn’t quite grasp their mission. They were noticeably 
unfaithful.
 
When Reuel’s daughters tried to water their flock in Exodus 2, selfish shepherds drove them away 
from the well, seeking to care for their own flocks unjustly at others’ expense. Moses interceded trium-
phantly on the sisters’ behalf.
 
In Ezekiel 34, God condemned shepherds for feeding themselves while neglecting their flocks. “You 
eat the fat, wear the wool, and butcher the fattened animals, but you do not tend the flock.” (34:4) 
They didn’t strengthen the weak, heal the sick, or bandage wounds. Evil shepherds did not search for 
lost sheep, which would have been one of their key duties. Such shepherds loved themselves more 
than they loved the flocks that needed their guidance, and they had no interest in justice or compas-
sion.
 
God promised to intervene. Just at the appointed time, Jesus came. Jesus, that good shepherd of the 
sheep, came to find the lost sheep and “rescue them from all the places where they had been scattered 
on a day of clouds and total darkness” (Ezekiel 34:12).
 
Jesus, our good shepherd, finds us when and where we are lost in various places, and bandages us 
where we are battered and torn. He strengthens us when we are weak, and loves and guides us with 
grace and mercy. At one of the lowest times in my own life, Jesus rocked me in the cradle of His arms.
 
Jesus, our good shepherd, so loves, guides, and cares for us that He endured an old, rugged cross, 
despised the shame, and stretched out His arms to guide us home to the sheepfold.
 
Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd.” This Easter, follow Him to the sheepfold. Bow down and worship 
Him.

Author:
Diana Chandler is a Nashville First deacon and 
senior writer for Baptist Press, the Southern Bap-
tist Convention news service.
     

Hymns & Worship Songs: 
“The King of Love My Shepherd Is” (CGH #64)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=huZvQD-
87CIk

“Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” (CHG #405)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tGO9_xGun-
Bg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=huZvQD87CIk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=huZvQD87CIk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tGO9_xGunBg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tGO9_xGunBg
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Thursday, April 1

I Am the Resurrection and the Life
Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” … “I am the resurrection and the life.   

Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live … .” (John 11:25)

Who Is Jesus?

Grief … the debilitating, agonizing, heart-wrenching feelings of losing someone. Martha, through her 
tears, beseeched Jesus, and yet, still asked, “Why, why didn’t you come when we asked?” Her faith was 
deep and she believed that Jesus could have, would have, healed Lazarus. If only He had come when 
she asked. 

Can we read between the lines and see Jesus gently lifting Martha’s chin, looking into her eyes with 
understanding and compassion, feeling her pain, and, even though knowing what He was about to do, 
saying, “I am the resurrection and the life. Do you believe?” He did not rebuke her for asking, “Why?” 
He experienced her grief with her, but with a depth that she could not possibly understand. In a loving 
and comforting way, He simply asked, “Do you know who I am?” And she answered, “Yes, Lord; I 
believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come into the world.” 

But she still did not fully comprehend that He is the resurrection and the life. Jesus has power over 
death. And He is life. Believers know that through Him we have life, everlasting life. 

The weight of everything that Jesus was facing — not only the immediate grief and sadness He shared 
with Martha and Mary, but also His crucifixion, the overwhelming grief and bewilderment that He 
knew His followers, closest friends, and family would encounter, the inability of humans to under-
stand the enormity of His mission — culminated in verse 35 when “Jesus wept.”

This past year has brought untold grief to many. Knowing we will see our loved ones in heaven is a 
promise we claim. But Jesus showed in this passage the comfort that He gives while we are waiting for 
that glorious day. He wraps His loving arms around us, and we can share our grief with Him. He is 
strong and can handle whatever questions we have. With gentleness, understanding, and compassion. 

That’s who our Jesus is.

Author:
Janis Aston is a retired elementary school mu-
sic teacher. She is Design Editor for the Rivers 
of Rhythm Curriculum for our new National 
Museum of African American Music. Janis and 
Don, members of NFBC since 1984, married 47 
years, have one daughter, Somerlie (Jared), and 
two wonderful grandchildren, Jordan (10) and 
Asher (8). 

Hymns & Worship Songs: 
“How Deep the Father’s Love for Us” (CGH 
#178) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SK-
DujmtyAVk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SKDujmtyAVk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SKDujmtyAVk
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I Am the Way, the Truth, and the Life
Jesus answered, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 

(John 14:6)

In 1996, as a long-term employee of the Baptist Sunday School Board, I was asked to serve on a com-
mittee to find a new name for our organization because the current name did not communicate the 
essence of our ministries. The decision to change the name and adopt Lifeway Christian Resources, 
based on this verse, was not an easy one. The actual process required a lot of research, collaboration, 
prayer, and meetings which took more than two years to complete.

The context of this passage is that Jesus is comforting His disciples by describing His Father’s house in 
heaven.  He said that He is going to prepare a place for them, that He will come back and take them 
there, and that they already know the way to where He is going. Thomas confessed that they did not 
know where Jesus was going, so how could they know the way? Jesus answered, “I am the way, and the 
truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”

In answering Thomas’ question, Jesus used metaphors to describe Himself and His ministry:
•  “Way” speaks of the link between God and mankind.
•  “Truth” reminds us of the complete reliability of Jesus in all that He is and does. 
•  “Life” stresses far more than mere physical existence. It is the abundant, eternal life that He 

came to bring to all who receive Him.  

The second part of this verse, “No one comes to the Father except through me,” has recently become 
a source of controversy in Christian theology. In our culture of inclusiveness, some have found it 
difficult to accept that the only way to God is through Jesus. They argue that this appears to exclude all 
other religions, so it cannot be true. However, if we understand that the Bible is the word of God, this 
verse, spoken by Jesus, is true and is clear.  He is the way to our salvation and eternal life because of 
His sacrificial death and resurrection.  

Author:
Jim Shull was born in Elizabethton, TN, graduat-
ed from the US Naval Academy, and spent 5 1/2 
years on active duty in the Navy. He retired from 
Lifeway Christian Resources following a 30-year 
career. Jim and Carol Ann have two sons — Jason 
(Katie) and Jared (Mohana) — and four grand-
children, including Natalie and Mary, who grew 
up in our church. Jim joined NFBC in 1970, has 
served as a Sunday School teacher for 30 years, 
and is a life deacon. He and Carol Ann and are 
co-directors of the Encouragers Department.  
     

Hymns & Worship Songs: 
“O Christ, the Way, the Truth, the Life” (CGH 522)

O Christ, the Way, the Truth, the Life,  
be with us now, we pray;
Direct our steps as we go forth to  
do your will this day.

“I Have Decided to Follow Jesus” (CGH 497)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_L9h9UjIk-
MM

Sources:  The NIV Disciples Study Bible and www.lifeway.com.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_L9h9UjIkMM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_L9h9UjIkMM
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Saturday, April 3

I Am the True Vine
I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. … Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot 

bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. I am the vine; you 
are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit; apart from me you 

can do nothing.  (John 15:1, NIV; 15:4-5, ESV)

From Genesis to Revelation the Bible declares that God loves us and desires a relationship with us. 
Here in John 15, Jesus’ death was near. He was preparing His disciples for what lay ahead. Using the 
metaphor of a vine, He explained they would lead fruitful lives and find joy in living only if they were 
connected to Him, as the branch is connected to the vine. 

Jesus is our life-giving Vine. When we remain in fellowship with Him, we receive the spiritual nour-
ishment we need. We can do nothing of eternal value in our own strength. When we depend on Him, 
secure in the promise that His Spirit within us gives us power, we bear fruit for God’s kingdom.

In verse 4, Jesus tells us to abide in Him. Abiding in Jesus means staying connected to Him, resting, 
trusting, and submitting to His authority. God did not create us to be self-sufficient. He designed us to 
live connected to Him and to each other. Apart from a relationship with Him, fruit-bearing is impos-
sible. Fruit is certain when we abide. This is the secret of the parable from the vineyard.  

What is the main hindrance to your daily abiding in Christ? For me it is busyness. I have no trouble 
abiding in Christ during my quiet time with Him each morning! It is when I give in to the tyranny of 
the urgent that self takes over. God is teaching me that what is needed is greater margin in my day for 
more of Him. Obedience leads to blessing. 

Throughout the day Jesus invites us to turn our eyes upon Him, to listen and yield to more of Him. He 
alone can reset our thinking and convict our hearts toward repentance and surrender. This is fertile 
soil that God the gardener uses to grow within us the fruit of the Spirit described in Galatians 5:22-23: 
love, joy, peace, patience kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. I am thankful 
that our God is a faithful, loving, forgiving, and patient gardener!  

Author:
Mary Ann and Tad Harris met in the parking lot 
of First Baptist Church, and Mary Ann has been 
a member of NFBC since they married in 1973! 
She has taught youth in Sunday School and most 
recently served in the mentoring ministry of Soul 
Time. She and Tad are members of the Encourag-
ers class. They have three adult children and their 
wonderful spouses who are the parents of their 
soon-to-be-ten precious grandchildren!

Hymns & Worship Songs: 
“Jesus the Lord My Savior Is” - Sandra McCracken
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s3_dUn-
zdR_8
“The Lord of Life, a Vine Is He” (292 CGH)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W4UHVXB-
pQz4
“Abide with Me” (CGH #543)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PmjuqZSH_
aY 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s3_dUnzdR_8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s3_dUnzdR_8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W4UHVXBpQz4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W4UHVXBpQz4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PmjuqZSH_aY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PmjuqZSH_aY
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I Am … The Bright Morning Star
“I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for the churches. I am the root and the 

descendant of David, the bright morning star.” (Revelation 22:16)

Early risers of all generations have been greeted by a bright point of light above the predawn Eastern 
horizon, heralding the coming of a new day. This morning star signifies that night is coming to an 
end and soon bright sunlight will appear, supporting life in all of creation. Today we recognize that 
the morning “star” varies during the year. It can be the planet Mercury, the star Sirius, or, in the case 
of the brightest morning star, the planet Venus (the third brightest object in Earth’s sky). Was the use 
of “the morning star” in Revelation 22:16 simply a literary device, or did it perhaps signify something 
more?

God revealed Himself in two great books, and it is no surprise that the book of Scripture and the 
“book” of nature reinforce each other. Venus looks like Earth in size. Jesus came in the likeness of 
man (Philippians 2:7). Venus rotates in a reverse direction to Earth and the other planets. Christ’s 
life-giving message was likewise countercultural, based on self-sacrifice and the revolutionary, trans-
formative, enduring power of love. Unlike Earth, Venus has no changing seasons. Christ is the same 
yesterday, today, and forever – we can depend on His consistent love, unchanging will, and steadfast 
promises (Hebrews 13:8).

When we look through a telescope at Venus, a dense cloud layer obscures its true surface from our 
view. One day, we will see Christ, the bright morning star, as He truly is (I John 3:2). What an unimag-
inable joy it will be someday to worship our Lord in absolute purity – free of all earthly distractions, 
weakness, and double-mindedness that cloud our mind and spirit. Until that day comes, the rising of 
the morning star is a reminder that this night is soon to be over, giving way to a future ever filled with 
glorious Light. As we continue to walk through difficult times, the Bright Morning Star reminds us we 
can continue in this journey with complete confidence. He is risen! And His light forever illuminates 
our path.

Author:
Steve Caldwell has been a Christian for over  
50 years, but only recently became a member  
of NFBC.  He holds a Ph.D. in Materials Science 
from Vanderbilt University. Presently retired 
from full time work, he has many interests  
in music, apologetics, and a number of  
technical fields.

Hymns & Worship Songs: 
“The Lily of the Valley” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QS6KMx
_0NDQ 
“He Is Lord” (CGH #208)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kxwzmr_
aWx8
“Rejoice, the Lord Is King” (CGH #215)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K-
gyUp0i2MnQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QS6KMx_0NDQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QS6KMx_0NDQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kxwzmr_aWx8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kxwzmr_aWx8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KgyUp0i2MnQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KgyUp0i2MnQ
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The Eternal I AM!
God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM and WHAT I AM, and I WILL BE WHAT I WILL BE”; 

and He said, “You shall say this to the Israelites: I AM has sent me to you! … This is My name forever, 
and by this name I am to be remembered to all generations.” (Exodus 3:14-15, AMPC)

I was less than 10 years old when I first read these verses, and today I am 74. I have always been  
fascinated about the who and what of our God. He exists, He is eternal, He is relational, and He  
does not change. He is simply, I AM! And Jesus, the Word, the One who became flesh, was in the 
beginning. He was with God, and He was God (John 1:1-2,14).

God called Moses from a burning bush. When I was six years old, God called me to salvation. Regard-
less of who we are or what choices we may have made, He wants a personal relationship with each of 
us! He desired it with Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden, and He desires it throughout eternity with 
all who believe He is who and what He says He is!

In these days after Easter, let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the 
joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne 
of God (Hebrews 12:2, NIV). Not only did He shed His blood for all our sins, but He is also the  
eternal I AM, the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.  

St. Augustine said, “Faith is to believe what we do not see, and the reward of this faith is to see what 
we believe.”  I have not seen the eternal I AM, but I do believe in the eternal I AM!  May all of us  
believe, and some day we will be rewarded for our faith as we see Him face to face!

Author:
Richard Flatbush is married to Sharon Dalusong. 
Between the two, they have five married children, 
ten grandchildren, and two great grandsons. 
Richard and Sharon joined Nashville First Bap-
tist within the last year. Richard received a B.A. 
in Religion from William Jewell College and has 
attended seminary in Missouri and Texas. He has 
been ordained as a Southern Baptist minister and 
deacon, serving churches in various capacities.

Hymns & Worship Songs: 
“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” (CGH #281)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-
GenHMi5B7L4
“Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus” (CGH #472)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-
j5qc0EcNgqw
“The Day of Resurrection” (CGH #214) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8WBRNX-
dhWAM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GenHMi5B7L4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GenHMi5B7L4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j5qc0EcNgqw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j5qc0EcNgqw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8WBRNXdhWAM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8WBRNXdhWAM
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I Am the Alpha and the Omega
I am the first and I am the last.

There is no God but me. 
(Isaiah 44:6, ESV)

God is before and after all things and therefore in control of everything in between. His Word begins 
and ends with Jesus Christ, from Genesis to Revelation. 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.
(Genesis 1:1)

In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

He was with God in the beginning.
All things were created through him …

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.
 (John 1:1-3,14, CSB)

Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, before Abraham was, I am.” 
(John 8:58)

He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, 
and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. 

After making purification for sins, 
he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high …

(Hebrews 1:3 – Read all of Hebrews 1)

“I am the ‘A’ and the ‘Z,’” says ADONAI,
God of heaven’s armies,

the One who is, who was, and who is coming. 
(Revelation 1:8, CJB)

“Don’t be afraid. I am the First and the Last, and the Living One.
I was dead, but look—I am alive forever and ever …” 

(Revelation 1:17, CSB)

Jesus said: “I am the Alpha and the Omega, 
the first and the last, the beginning and the end.” 

(Revelation 22:13)



Listen for truths from Scripture in the words.
Sing along in praise to God as His Word instructs.

Oh sing to the LORD a new song;
    sing to the LORD, all the earth!
Sing to the LORD, bless his name;
    tell of his salvation from day to day.
Declare his glory among the nations,
    his marvelous works among all the peoples!  
(Psalm 96:1-3)

What am I to do? I will pray with my spirit,  
but I will pray with my mind also; 
I will sing praise with my spirit, but I will sing  
with my mind also. (1 Corinthians 14:15)

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching 
and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankful-
ness in your hearts to God. (Colossians 3:16)

Sanctuary Choir sings Easter Musicals:  
       
SAVIOUR: The Story of God’s Passion for His People | 
First Baptist Nashville | April 3, 2016
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ABEsOpkxpw

The PASSION: A Modern Oratorio | April 14, 2019 
First Baptist Nashville
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zF8-aJbDuQA

Or hear the NFBC Sanctuary Choir sing  
“The Great I Am” | March 21  
https://nashvillefirst.org/sermon-archives/

Other Favorites:

“Halle, Halle” – Read the words in our hymnal (#433, 
CGH) 
Listen to the music at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=OAigUNye_jI 

“I Am”  - Songwriters: Pat Bunch / Shane Teeters
Shannon Meadors: This is one of my favorite songs:  
“I Am” by Nicole Nordeman. 

I love how it reminds us how God is our I AM 
through the seasons of life. 
https://youtu.be/IRQUEokZNkQ

“Jesus the Lord My Savior Is” - Sandra McCracken / 
William Gadsby
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s3_dUnzdR_8

 Jesus the Lord, my Savior, is
My shepherd and my God
My light, my strength, my joy, my bliss
And I his grace record.
Whate’er I need in Jesus dwells,
And there it dwells in me.
‘Tis Christ my earthen vessel fills
With treasures rich and free.

 

I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hTqzFTVPRP4 
(children singing)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y6P1L2fctPc 
(baritone solo with choir)

I am Jesus’ little lamb,
Ever glad at heart I am;
For my Shepherd gently guides me,
Knows my need and well provides me,
Loves me ev’ry day the same,
Even calls me by my name.

Devotional Service Group: Martha Kirkland, Judith 
King, Grace Wilkinson, Jerry Brown, Mary Frances 
Satterwhite, Helen Owens, chair, Shannon Meadors 
(staff liaison) Layout and Design: Katie Shull
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Copyright © 2017 by Holman Bible Publishers.

More Music...
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