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Frank and 
Dr. Frank R. Lewis, senior pastor

Dear Church,

This month, I want to take the challenge of Who’s Your One a 
bit deeper. Each of us knows at least one person who doesn’t 
know Jesus. That person may be your neighbor, a store clerk, 
a new friend at the gym, or a coworker you’ve known for 
years. You’ve prayed for them, demonstrated the love of Christ 
through countless acts of kindness, and possibly even invited 
them to church. But, that person is just as lost today as they 
were the first day you met them. We’ve all got a person (or 
people) like that in our lives.

If a spiritual awakening took place among us, one of the pieces 
of evidence would be that our church would be filled with 
Christians concerned for lost people. We’d be more concerned 
for lost people than anything else going on in our church. Our 
Golden State Missions speaker this year was church member 
Julianna Wilson who works at the Tennessee Baptist Mission 
Board. She reminded us that as the Tennessee population 
surpasses six million residents, four million of them do not 
know Jesus as Lord and Savior.

I’ve prayed for a spiritual awakening in our church. It is the 
only thing that will reverse the decline in attendance we’ve 
seen, not only in our church but in many churches throughout 
our denomination. Our church specifically feels like a place 
where very few are praying for lost people and trying to have 
gospel conversations with them. We can repent of this passive 
approach to following Christ. The Who’s Your One effort 
is a tool we can use once we’ve decided that sharing Christ 
with lost people is the responsibility of every faithful Christ-
follower.

Who’s Your One begins with prayer. On Sunday, October 6, 
you will receive a 30-day prayer guide. We are asking you to 
pray for one person daily throughout the month as you engage 
during the Who’s Your One emphasis. R.A. Torrey said, “Prayer 
must have first place in a church that desires to see a spiritual 
awakening. Prayer is the vital breath of revival.”

Grow

to the Point

You are going to have a chance to pray for your one in 
Bible study and worship on Sunday mornings and again 
on Wednesday nights.

Who’s Your One continues with helpful pastoral 
instruction. You will be reminded how to share your faith 
through a brief and straightforward overview in sermons 
on Sunday mornings and Bible studies on Wednesday 
nights during October.

Who’s Your One offers you the opportunity to grow 
spiritually. You are being asked to join us in praying for 30 
days for someone you know by name, and you will get out 
of your comfort zone by having a “gospel conversation” 
with that person during the 30 days. One of the most 
encouraging verses in the New Testament regarding 
personal spiritual growth is found in Philemon 1:6. Paul 
says, “I pray that the sharing of your faith may become 
effective for the full knowledge of every good thing that is 
in us for the sake of Christ.”

Who’s Your One might light a needed spark in the life 
of our church. Just imagine the impact that our concerted 
prayer effort for the souls of lost people could have. 
Imagine walking down the church aisle with your one 
because they have given their heart to Christ. Imagine a 
Sunday when we baptize double-digit numbers of people 
in one service because God blessed our commitment to 
share Jesus with a lost person. It could happen. Wouldn’t 
it be “One-derful” if it did and wouldn’t it be “One-derful” 
for you to be a part of it?

Blessings,
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Church members visited many 
exhibits representing some 
of our church’s ministries 
and 200th anniversary 
community partners at 
Mission Encounters 2019!

On the Cover

Happy Birthday!

October 5 
Pam Stockett

October 6 
Gwenn Fitzpatrick

October 7 
Tom Crow 
Lori Towns
October 24 
Frank Lewis

Welcome to Our New Members!

Birthdays and Anniversaries

Happy Anniversary!
October 1 

Tom Crow (2006) – 13 years 
Frank Lewis (1997) – 22 years

October 26 
Ruben Herrera (2004) – 15 years

Pat Stansell

Check In With Your Officer!

If you are one of our First Watch Prayer Partners, please remember 
to pray for your officer. If it’s been a while since you sent a note of 
encouragement, please do so. Pray for your officer, as well as the 
communities they impact. Contact Lori Towns with questions, 
Lori.Towns@NashvilleFirst.org.

Our Personnel Committee 
and staff are pleased to 
announce that our new 
business administrator is 
Charles Reynolds. 

Since 2016, Charles was 
the senior director of 
finance and operations at 
Hermitage Hills Baptist 
Church, Hermitage, 
where he completed 
construction of a 65,000 
square foot “Next Gen” 
building. In 18 months, 
he also remodeled 
180, 000 square feet due 

to 2018 flood damage.

His prior experience includes:

•   Church administrator and 
median/mature adults pastor, 

First Baptist, Covington, Ga.

•   Associate pastor of operations 
and “All Thee” manager, Summer 

Grove Baptist, Shreveport, La.

•   Business administrator, Green 
Street Baptist, High Point, N.C.

•   Vice president of finance, East 
Tennessee Temperature Control, 
Knoxville, Tenn.

•   Business administrator, Manley 
Baptist, Morristown, Tenn.

•   Business administrator, First Baptist, 
Columbia, S.C.

Charles and his wife Nancy have two sons: Jonathan and his wife 
Shannon live in Pineville, La. Benjamin lives in Covington, Ga. 
Jonathan and Shannon have two sons: Malachi and Levi. 

Growing up in a Christian home, Charles says as a 9-year-old he 
sensed Christ tugging at his heart during a service. “I wanted to go 
forward, but my parents asked me to wait until I discussed it with 
them. They wanted to ensure that I knew this was the most important 
decision of my life,” he says. “I talked to my pastor and made the 
decision public the following week.” He says he felt God leading him 
into vocational ministry during high school. 

Having lived in Nashville for three years, Charles and Nancy like the 
family atmosphere, growth, and living near their sons. When he’s not 
working, Charles enjoys reading and spending time with family.

Reynolds Named Business Administrator

Linda Hobbs



4

Connect

For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you 

clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.

Matthew 25:34-36 (NIV)

The Wild Praying Women 
and the Ministry Next Door

by Robert Grammer

Sometimes, to meet the needs of others, we designate a part of 
our offerings to support the work of others—doctors, nurses, 
teachers, pastors, etc. Other times, we give our time—Habitat 
for Humanity volunteering, serving at Room in the Inn, 
packaging food at Second Harvest Food Bank, etc.

We sometimes support the work of ministries overseas. At 
other times we serve in our hometowns, teaching Vacation 
Bible School, Backyard Bible Clubs, or visiting and singing in 
senior residential facilities.

Over the years, Nashville First Baptist Church has been the 
fountain from which many ministries have flowed. This is the 
story of one ministry fulfilling a vital role in Nashville, and 
NFBC was its leading incubator. The story begins with The 
Wild Praying Women.

In the late 1990s, Linda Leathers was the NFBC minister to 
single adults. She was burdened with the idea of how to best 
help Downtown Nashville residents. 

The building at 8th and Demonbreun, previously occupied as 
the Anchor Home for Boys, was empty and we had purchased 
it. Linda knew there were needs to meet but didn’t know how 
best to use this building to meet them. “It was like irritating 
sand in an oyster,” she says. She discussed the problem with 
other women, finding five who carried the same burden: 
Carolyn Brakefield, Norma Baker Gabhart, Kimberley 
Williams, Candy Phillips, and Andrea Overby.

As this nucleus of six women began thinking and talking 
about the issue, the number of women involved in the effort 
began to grow, from 6 to 12, then to more than 100!
The only tasks that were clear to them at the time were to (1) 
pray hard, and (2) assess downtown area needs. 
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They went about both tasks seriously and systematically. After 
interviewing 45 social service agencies, they discovered gaps 
in services available to women coming out of incarceration. 
The group felt led to focus on women suffering from drug 
addiction, mental illness, and trauma.

The church was moving toward leasing out the former Anchor 
Home building, but the women had a different plan in mind. 
Following the group’s business meeting presentation, Nashville 
First agreed to lease the building to them for one dollar per 
year. Linda Leathers resigned her church staff position to 
assume program leadership. The building became known as 
the Downtown Ministry Center and housed a new ministry 
entitled The Next Door (TND). Church volunteers renovated 
the building, and in May 2004, TND welcomed its first client.

“As this nucleus of six women began 
thinking and talking about the issue, the 
number of women involved in the effort 
began to grow, from 6 to 12, then to more 
than 100! The only tasks that were clear to 
them at the time were to (1) pray hard, and 
(2) assess downtown area needs.”

In 2007, realizing the need for more affordable housing for 
its clients, TND purchased an apartment complex. With 
onsite support staff for women who had obtained jobs, the 
residence was for women, many with children, transitioning 
into more stable lifestyles. Church volunteers helped with 
its refurbishment, and it was named the Freedom Recovery 
Center.

As more women began seeking help from TND, expansion 
was needed. In 2013, Nashville First accepted a developer’s 
offer to purchase TND’s site and to support construction 
at a new location. Earl Swensen Associates designed a new 
facility, and in 2014 R.C. Mathews finished its construction. 
In addition to being conveniently across the street from 
the Freedom Recovery Center, the new campus has clinical 
offices staffed by nurse practitioners, psychiatric nurses, 
social workers, and support staff. There are 82 beds for clients 
undergoing treatment, including medically-monitored 
detoxification and outpatient services. The facility has a full 
kitchen and serving area, support group meeting rooms, 
business offices, a chapel, and outdoor patio space. The chapel 
is named in honor of Nashville First Baptist Church.

TND is now a state-of-the-art behavioral health center with 
153 part-time and full-time employees and an annual budget 
of 10.5 million dollars; it serves approximately 1,500 women 
per year.

“The Next Door” was a name envisioned by The Wild Praying 
Women after seeing “Roll Up 1,” the last door the women 
walked through leaving prison. They wanted to provide “the 
next door” as women in need pass from their old lives of 
bondage and enter a new and purposeful life full of meaning.
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A contingent of The Unity Build Team, ten Nashville First 
members, three invited friends, and twelve East End United 
Methodist members collaborated to build a house last month.
 
The team erected walls, installed insulation, installed all pre-built 
roof trusses, installed bolts to anchor the house to the foundation, 
and constructed and installed the porch framing. “Very few (if 
any) houses progress this far on the first day of construction,” says 
Vic Hatridge, project lead.
 
The full Unity Build Team, composed of 15 faith communities, 
includes Christians, Jews, Muslims, Hindus, and Unitarians 
working together to fund and build one house each year. This is 
the 27th year for The Unity Build.

The Bible Study for Advance Care Planning 
 

Sundays, October 6 – November 10  |  12:00 noon 
Room 340  |  $5 lunch  |  $20 book 

Scholarships available

I’ll Have It God’s Way

A Thank You From 
Metro Nashville Police

Pastor  Crow,

I am writing to you on behalf of Sgt. Delap, school 
resource officer (SRO) and the Youth Service 
Division. We are so grateful that you and your 
congregation were willing and able to support 
MNPD’s Back to School Bash. Because of the 
donations, we gave approximately 225 backpacks 
directly to students. Because of your generosity, we 
provided our SRO Division with the backpacks for 
them to take to their individual schools. We were 
also able to give offices access to an emergency closet 
to give hygiene supplies to youth when they come to 
school in need

Advance directives are not 
working. Use the knowledge 
you’ll gain and the study’s 
guidebook as tools to lift 
a burden off of yourself 
and your family. Create 
instructions that guide you 
to prayerfully engage the 
healthcare system on your 
own terms—with help 
from your family, friends, 
pastors, and physicians.

Join Pastor Frank and 
Lori Lewis to create the 

best Christmas gift EVER for your family 
and friends. I’ll Have It God’s Way is a Bible study for family 
caregivers of the seriously ill or frail, the adult children of aging 
parents, and anyone over 65.  

Class limit is 20 participants, so sign up soon. 
Call Amanda at 615.664.6010 to reserve your spot. 

Megan Wilson and 
Nashville First members 
helped build a home in 
the North Nashville Park 
Preserve Community.

Thank you to 
Vic Hatridge 
and his team! 
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October 7 
Deacons Meeting 

October 23 
Business Meeting 

October 27 
Widows of Worth (WOW) Luncheon 
Room 150  |  $6

Enjoy fellowship as we focus on good memories. 

So, Who’s Your One? Can you write a name down right now? Will you 
ask God to give you the joy of reaching one person with the gospel? 
Just imagine if each one of us reached one. 

Our fall sermon series is Who’s Your One. 

One Job 
Matthew 4:18-22 

October 6

One Mission 
Luke 5:17-26 
October 13

One Priority 
Matthew 13:45-46 

October 20

One Decision 
Luke 16:19-31 

October 27

One Legacy 
John 1:40-42 
November 3

Facebook.com/FirstBaptistNashville

Twitter.com/FBCNashville

Instagram.com/NashvilleFirst

Flickr.com/FirstBaptistNashville

Stay Connected to Your Church!

Thursday, October 31 
6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
At YOUR house!

This October, we’re lighting up Middle Tennessee! LIGHT THE 
NIGHT is an outreach event designed for church members to meet 
their neighbors and shine the light of Christ. Each LIGHT THE 
NIGHT home receives bottles of water, candy, a yard sign, glow sticks, 
and church-branded miniature flashlights to gift trick-or-treating 
families. Let us know if you can host or assist a LIGHT THE NIGHT in 
a neighborhood near you.

Contact: Shannon Meadors, Shannon.Meadors@NashvilleFirst.org

Sunday, November 3 
9:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.

It’s BFF Day! The Children’s Ministry invites everyone to “Bring a 
Friend to First” and stay for lunch and lots of fun with friends of all 
ages.

Contact: Shannon Meadors, Shannon.Meadors@NashvilleFirst.org 

November 8 -10 
First Students Fall Retreat 
Camp Garner Creek



108 SEVENTH AVE SOUTH
NASHVILLE, TN 37203

Two weekends in September, church members visited 20 
exhibits representing some of our church’s ministries 
and 200th anniversary community partners!


