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“The life I live in the body,I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.”   Galatians 2:20NIV

ensemble to sing music of the sea-
son, accompanied by Joyce Byrd 
on the piano. Nancy Ryals followed 
our tradition as she passed our 
“white elephant” gift to Baylon and  
Jane Hilliard. Fred Turner delighted 
us with a “chalk talk” based on his 
very moving visit to Christ of the 
Ozarks, a site located in Arkansas 
of a 67 foot tall statue of Jesus.
Bruce Meriwether and Curtis Freed 
were turned into Snowmen right 
before our eyes!  
I am so blessed to be a part of 
such a full of life, loving and caring 
class led by our teacher Dick 
Waggener.

Just enjoying Life, Delicious Food, 
Fun with Friends, and Lots of Laughter

By Joe Nave

All of these were present at the 
recent Heritage Sunday School class 
Christmas party.
Fifty class members and guests 
gathered at the well-known Cen-
tennial Club in west Nashville for 
our annual Christmas celebration. 
Our social co-chairs, Gaye Wagge-
ner and Mary Francis Turner had 
worked hard planning the meal and 
entertainment.
Of course, the food was exquisite, 
but the highlight was the entertain-
ment. Bill Carver gathered a small 



members and their guests wanted to 
party and they did that in a room full of 
round tables and people packed around 
them.  Everyone seemed to be in a hol-
iday mood.  Sam Sanders played every 
Christmas Carol he knew and I believe 
he may have made up a few others.           
Some people were dressed in their finest 
Sunday go to meeting duds and some in 
their best jeans and bib overalls.  Be-
sides it was a country affair.  Yes, you 
guessed it, Pam Stockett had on her best 
pair of bib overalls and her blinking 
light Christmas necklace.  
   As we entered the brunch we received 
a ticket with a number on it.  The other 
half of this ticket was dropped in an old 
milk can for door prizes. Annessa, Anna 
Ruth and Grady Jean, called numbers 
and ran prizes to our guest.    The prize 
was a small loaf of Pumpkin Bread.  
Many loaves were given away and the 
anticipation was fun.  Guests got so 
carried away with excitement Larry 
Yarborough jumped up and yelled out, 
“BINGO!” and Margi Hawkins jumped 
and shouted “that’s me!”
   I sat at my table, looked around the 
room, and just smiled.  There was one 
thing for sure.  Everybody seemed to be 
having such a good time. 
   The food was plentiful and 
absolutly delicious.  No one went away 
hungry.  In addition to Sam played and 
Lisa, Greg Patterson introduced Andrea 

Lindsey, who told the story of Mary one year 
later and Jesus begin to grow into a young child 
and Tony told of the experiences of no film in 

By Jim Powell
   Pam Stockett had an idea!  It really 
was a good one. Why don’t we revi-
talize A Country Christmas Brunch 
for Senior Adults?   The date was set 
the room selected, the council put 
together a great breakfast for $8.00 a 
person, and take reservations.  Ev-
erything was moving forward.  Room 
150 was available.  This would 
be a good meeting place since the 
crowd would probably be small this 
year.  Pastors Frank, Joe and Tony 
welcomed everyone and mixed and 
mingled for a bit, in fact folks had so 
much fun fellowshipping we were 15 
minutes later beginning than target-
ing.  No one seemed to mind.  Pastor 
Joe and Bill Howse welcomed ev-
eryone with the all too familiar song 
from Hee Haw of, “I searched the 
world over,” which included great 
participation for attendees.  Sam 
Sanders and Channel 4 Weather 
Lady Lisa Spencer were chosen as 
our special celebrities.  Sam’s piano 
skills and Lisa’s beautiful voice and 
personality rang the bell with our 
people. We moved our event to the 
fellowship hall, somebody even said 
“If we get many more reservations we may have 
to move the Brunch to the Convention Center 
or the Grand Old Opry House.”  It looked like 

First Baptist Church 
Country Christmas Brunch



the camera, deer eating reindeer food and finding 
a yellow skateboard on December 24 .  It was 
warm and exciting.  There was even some time 
for the audience to join in the singing.  It was 
Christmas time you know.  
 Thank you Lord Jesus for a time when we 
can stop in the midst of a busy church schedule 

and remember what we are celebrating.  Thank 
you Pam Stockett, for providing us the oppor-
tunity to be together and to have a good time.  I 
think our Holiday Country Brunch was a huge 
success.  Can you hear the whispers?  Let’s do it 
again in 2019!

Caregivers’ Christmas Eve      By Martha Waddington
  
 ‘Twas the day before Christmas, we’re watching the weather, and the Caregivers’ Class 
has nothing together.
   Mary Lou Bryson and Bobbie Grubb rushed to get a few things, Carolyn was wishing, 
she could grow some wings.
   Dene Bailey and Marge Leathers, woke up too late, had to decide, whose car to take.
   They found Betty West, on the side of the road, who could go no further, with her heavy load.
   Dot Kish or Dot Farley, which one would know, the best place to buy, red Christmas bows?
   Lois Jones and Arlene Towns, didn’t have a clue, of what to buy, or what to do.
   Lyn Brasfield called Carole Hallum, to see if she knows, what time today, all the stores would close.
   She said, “I don’t’ know; I’m still in bed, my cat is wondering, if he’s gonna get fed.
   Suzanne Reeve’s car broke down, she rented a bike, to pick up something, on Gallatin Pike.
   Gladys Chatman, reported very little pickings, Kroger and Publix, had sold out of chickens.
   Betty West called Anne Johnson, to see what was up, she said, “honey, I’m just filling my coffee cup.”   
   Myrtis Todd couldn’t find, a thing for dinner, and finally declared, McDonald’s a winner.
   Julia Smith was happily, home at last, after her motorcycle, ran out of gas.
   Kelly Porch, was in the kitchen, wiping away sweat. James kept asking, “is it ready yet?’
   Polly Scutt, called in from out on the farm, needing some help, decorating the barn.
   J.W. Clark was hungry, and said, “Evelyn really, we’re going to Wendy’s, for a bucket of chili?”
   Jane Montgomery, bought a turkey, but it rolled down a hill, and hit somebody’s whiskey still.
   Evelyn and Glenn Clark, went to Farmers’ Market, then drove very fast, to get to Target.
   Carrie Hargrove had no cakes. She was frantic, family was about, to go into a panic.
   Sadie Evans and Frances Dyer, Susan Hendel and Ada Hedden, Cut down the wrong evergreen, 
but paid for it later.
   Darkness was coming, the weather was bad. It was the worst day, we all ever had.
   “Jesus, what are we to do?” Jennie Cartwright said. He answered, “Just go home and go to bed.”
   “I’ll take care of tomorrow, it’ll be good, as long as you remember, it’s my birthday!”
   As we gather our things, and prepare for leaving, Merry Christmas to you all, and to all a good evening.
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Lisa Bergen, Betty and Harold Bergen 
were welcomed to St. Paul's Retirement 
Center by resident, Katherine.  Dr. Norma 
Gabhart invited Harold to plan a worship 
service for the Christmas season.  She 
selected several Christmas songs and ask 
Betty to play them as their opened their 
time together.  The residents sang along 
with them, “Away in the Manager” and 
“O Little Town of Bethlehem.”  Lisa read 
Luke 2:1-20 and then told the story of 
how “Silent Night,” was written 200 years 
ago and sang for the first time.  Diane Jor-
dan sang, “Sweet Little Jesus Boy.”

Happy New Year 
always means a time of new beginnings, 
but also a time of reflections.  As we 
follow Pastor Frank’s leadership into a 
2019 The Year of Spiritual Awakening, 
let’s take time daily to reflect on his 
five challenges for us in 2019. 
--Make sure you put on the “essential 
carries” of God’s chosen ones daily 
(compassion, kindness, humility, 
meekness, patience).
--Forgive others as Christ forgave you.
--Take your personal Bible Study up a 
notch in 2019.
--Adjust the sound track of your life. 
(Stop aiding the resistance!)
--Pray for Spiritual Awakening in Nash-
ville.
From Pastor Frank’s message December 30.2018


