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Frank and
to the Point
Dr. Frank R. Lewis, senior pastor

In the book, The Spiritual Conquest of the Second Frontier,
author P.E. Burroughs writes of Nashville’s First Baptist
Church with these words:
“It is, without doubt, the best church location in
downtown Nashville. Its neighbors on the adjoining
three corners are the Federal Building, the Hume-Fogg
High School, and the Scottish Rite Temple. The street
intersection, one block away at Eighth Avenue and Broad
Street, is said to carry heavier traffic than any other street
intersection in Tennessee.
Its parking provisions are unsurpassed. Double parking
is possible around the entire block. The three great plants
nearby are closed on Sunday, and their parking facilities
are used by the church congregation.
It is the most commodious church plant in Nashville or
Middle Tennessee. Indeed, with one possible exception,
this plant is the largest in Tennessee, according to the
Sunday School Board’s Architectural Department.”
Well, some things have changed since 1942 when that book
was written, but some things have not changed. We still have
the best church location in downtown Nashville, and our
three neighbors still exist. Our parking is unsurpassed, even
though it looks very different today. And, with great wisdom,
the congregation decided to make steady improvements to the
“commodious plant” over the years that included replacing the
Sanctuary and continuously expanding our property holdings.
We’ve just taken another step in our generation’s part of
that same legacy by voting to replace the East Building with
80,000 square feet of new Christian education, worship, and
fellowship space. It speaks to the continuing stewardship of
our congregation to make our property a glorious reflection
of Christ in the middle of Nashville’s changing and growing
skyline.
In our continuing desire to be excellent stewards of the
campus God has given us, we are in ongoing conversations
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about how we will redevelop the reclaimable space in
our Seventh Avenue buildings once the new building
is occupied. This missional conversation is pivotal as it
sets a strategic course for the way our church will engage
our community for Christ for years to come. I recently
shared with a reporter the conviction that every square
inch of our campus will be used for the mission of the
church. That mission is represented by the things we do in
celebrating the Risen Christ, sharing the gospel, helping
others grow in their faith, doing life together, and showing
the care and compassion of Christ to those in need.
Church, you do these things well. Do not grow weary in
them!
As we continue hoping for and dreaming about our
missional future, let me encourage you to join me in a
daily prayer based on something I read earlier this year
while preparing to teach the Seven Letters to the Churches
of Revelation. John Piper, the veteran pastor, writes:
“Revival is the sovereign work of God to awaken His
people with fresh intensity to the truth and glory
of God, the ugliness of sin, the horror of hell, the
preciousness of Christ’s atoning work, the wonder
of salvation by grace through faith, the urgency of
holiness and witness, and the sweetness of worship
with God’s people.”
I want to see such a revival take place in our church as we
seek to be genuine and authentic in our ministry from this
“the best church location in downtown Nashville,” but it
will only happen as we pray and give ourselves fully to the
mission Christ has given us. Thank you for joining us in
this journey. It will be worth it.
Let’s pull together for the sake of the gospel!

Welcome To Our New Members!

Are Your Estate
Assets Listed
Correctly?

Kenneth and Sharon Varner

Ethan Nauert

Happy Birthday!

You can develop a pretty good estate plan, but if you don’t
understand your assets, it may not turn out the way you intended.
Knowing what makes up your estate is very important, because
what you desire to accomplish with the distribution of assets at your
death depends on the type of assets to be distributed.

May 5: Ruben Herrera
May 7: Rosa Estevez
May 15: Sandra Snyder

You have several classifications of assets in your estate, including
liquid assets (checking and savings accounts) and non-liquid assets
(real estate, investments, retirement plans, and life insurance). While
all of these assets make up your estate, they are handled differently
when distributed upon your death.

Happy Anniversary!

Life insurance, retirement accounts, and annuities normally are
controlled by your beneficiary designations and not your will.
Go here: TBFoundation.org/individuals-estate-planning,
and click on GET STARTED to take a 10-minute estate audit.

Nashville First
in History
Our church was
instrumental in founding
the Sunday School Board
(LifeWay), Tennessee
Baptist Children’s Home,
the Baptist Young People’s
Union, or BYPU, the
Woman’s Missionary
Union, and the Sunbeams.

May 1: Kim Hester (1987) – 32 years
May 1: Joe Fitzpatrick (2009) – 10 years
May 5: Sandra Snyder (2016) – 3 years

We Make It Easy to Give
For your ease, whether in town or out of town, you can contribute
to the Lord’s Work through Nashville First Baptist Church:
• Give online with your smart phone: NashvilleFirst.org.
• Schedule an electronic contribution as frequently as you
like using bank draft.
• Mail a check, or place it in your Bible study or worship
offering.
• Contribute cash in your own sealed envelope.

On the Cover
The Class of 2019
Through the Years!
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A Story of Determination
“Be not dismayed whate’er betide, God will take care of you.”
Civilla D. Martin
by Connie Powell
Imagine the joy of being a young 22-year-old wife and
mother, with a loving husband and two young children. Life
is stable and happy until civil war disrupts your country and
town. Suddenly, life is never the same.
Juanita Logan was that young woman. A familiar face to
many as she sits front and center in the choir, her story is one
of determination and faith in a God who can deliver us from
the worst of circumstances.

Juanita was born in Monrovia, Liberia, West Africa, one of 10
children. Her parents were hard-working members of their
community—a seamstress and a mechanic. As Christians,
they took their family to church “every time the doors were
open.” At the age of 10, Juanita became a Christian.
While Liberia has 26 different dialects, the primary language
is English. Growing up, Juanita attended elementary, high
school, and the University of Liberia where she studied
business management. She then began working at a local
bank. It was there that she met her husband, Anthony Jorkey,
and several years later, they had their first child, Priscilla.
Before long, they were expecting a second child. During that
time, Juanita flew from Liberia to Silver Springs, Maryland,
to attend her brother’s wedding. While there, little Leon was
born!

A familiar face to many as she sits front
and center in the choir, her story is one of
determination and faith in a God who can
deliver us from the worst of circumstances.
Juanita returned to Monrovia with her newborn, but life
was drastically different. There was civil unrest and war
breaking out. One day, word came that rebels were invading
their neighborhood. People were fleeing. Juanita grabbed
her clothes, strapped baby Leon on her back with a towel,
grabbed little Priscilla and a bottle of milk, and with hundreds
of others, fled her home. Anthony was at work and became
separated from his wife and children in the rush to leave.
For days, the people walked miles and camped by night as
they made their way to the American Embassy in Abidjan,
Ivory Coast. Finally, Juanita was able to find and pay a man
to drive her and the children to the Embassy. There, despite
having no documentation, she was able to convince a worker
that her son was a U.S. citizen. The worker put them up in
a hotel while verifying and then providing documentation
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for Juanita and Leon. Because Priscilla was not a citizen,
Juanita’s sister agreed to keep her until paperwork was
completed.
Leon and Juanita were put on a plane to New York. They
were met by Embassy officials who helped them fly to
Oklahoma City where they stayed with a Liberian friend,
Vardelle Cooper. While there, Juanita studied at Metro Tech
and received a certificate of Secretarial Technology. The next
year, with the help of friend Kellite Sherman, Juanita moved
to Nashville where she settled her fragmented family.
Stop for a minute and imagine yourself in Juanita’s
situation. Imagine the amount of faith in God it must have
taken to follow His lead and trust that He would provide
and take care of you and your family.
For the next year, after finding employment in her new
home city of Nashville, Juanita doggedly pursued filling
out paperwork to get her husband and daughter to the U.S.
When they arrived, Anthony was hired by the Department
of Human Services as a case worker. In the meantime,
Juanita began the necessary steps to becoming an American
citizen.
One day on a trip to the Farmer’s Market, Juanita passed
First Baptist Church on 7th Avenue. She was intrigued with
the building and decided to visit. Having no car, she and
the children walked to the church from their home. On that
Sunday morning, she felt the warmth and friendliness of the
people and knew this was where she wanted to worship. It
wasn’t long before Juanita joined the church. Susie Edwards
invited Juanita to join the choir, and the rest is history!
A most difficult trial for Juanita came several years ago
when her husband returned to Liberia for a visit and died
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On that Sunday morning, she felt the warmth
and friendliness of the people and knew this
was where she wanted to worship. It wasn’t
long before Juanita joined the church. Susie
Edwards invited Juanita to join the choir,
and the rest is history!
while there, leaving her to raise two children on her own.
Fortunately, her NFBC family was ready and willing to help with
transportation and other necessities. Juanita is forever grateful
to the many people who have extended a hand of friendship and
hope to her.
As a result, two beautiful children have grown to become
productive young adults. Priscilla is currently studying Early
Childhood Education at Union University in Jackson, and Leon
is in a pediatric residency program in Chicago.
While the road has not been easy, God gifted Juanita with
determination and perseverance. Her strength and faith are
evidence to all who know her that “God will take care of us” if
we trust and abide in His love (Matthew 6:25-34).

While the road has not been easy, God
gifted Juanita with determination and
perseverance. Her strength and faith are
evidence to all who know her that “God will
take care of us” if we trust and abide in
His love (Matthew 6:25-34).
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Class of 2019 Commissioning | Sunday, May 19 | 10:30 a.m. | Combined Service in the Sanctuary
Help congratulate and encourage our graduating seniors, as we celebrate their achievement!

Katie Cullen

Jacob Fisher

Mickail Holloway

David Lehning

Daughter of Kevin & Melinda Cullen
Graduate of Centennial High School
Auburn University

Son of David & Joy Fisher
Graduate of Ezell-Harding Christian School
Lipscomb University

Son of Sandy & Elizabeth Tormey
Graduate of Stratford High School
Undecided

Son of Tim & Joan Lehning
Graduate of Martin Luther King, Jr.
Academic Magnet High School
Institut Commercial de Nancy,
Nuremberg, Germany

Elliot Payne

Aaron Porch

Gigi Ruark

Natalie Shull

Son of Scott & Valerie Payne
Graduate of Hunters Lane High School
Tennessee Tech University

Grandson of James and Kelly Porch
Graduate of Cane Ridge High School
Tennessee College of Applied Technology

Daughter of Scott & Dale Ruark
Graduate of Franklin High School
Tennessee Tech University

Daughter of Jason & Katie Shull
Graduate of Page High School
University of Alabama

Encourage a High
School Senior!
It is that time again! We are collecting note cards to present to
the graduating seniors. These note cards offer a way to share
memories, appreciation, encouragement, a favorite Bible scripture,
or a promise to remember them in prayer.
Skiles Waggener

Caleb Wilkinson

Daughter of Rob & Liz Waggener
Graduate of Ravenwood High School
Samford University

Son of John & Grace Wilkinson
Graduate of Franklin High School
Miami University (Oxford, OH)
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In the church lobby you will find blank note cards. Please take the
time to write a note of encouragement to a high school senior and
place in the mailbox. Cards will be collected through Wednesday,
May 15.

First Events
The First Baby Shower
May 1 | 6:00 p.m. | Fellowship Hall
During our Midweek Prayer Service on May 1, we will rejoice with
our members who have added a little one to their family this past year
and to those who are expecting! Our church family will get to shower
them with love, happy wishes, gifts, and prayers. If you are a new or
expecting parent, please register to attend this special evening with
Mary Bunn, children’s ministry assistant. Contact: Mary Bunn, Mary.
Bunn@NashvilleFirst.org

Committing This Day
Youth and Children’s Choirs Spring Music Presentation
May 5 | 5:00 p.m. | Sanctuary
Mother’s Day
May 12
Mountain Movers Provide Police Appreciation
May 16
Mountain Movers Men’s Ministry provides a BBQ cookout for the
Metro Police Central Precinct team. NFBC members smoke meats at
Central precinct and provide side dishes throughout the day.
Class of 2019 Commissioning
May 19 | Combined Morning Worship | Sanctuary
Help congratulate and encourage our graduating seniors, as we
celebrate their achievement!
Business Meeting | May 22
Memorial Day / Church Offices Closed | May 27
CMT Awards / No Evening Activities | June 5
First Kids Summer Preview Party
with the Nashville Zoo
Wednesday, May 22 | 5:30 – 7:00 p.m.
Chapel | All Ages
This year’s summer preview party is IN THE WILD with dinner,
games, and a LIVE animal show at the church presented by the
Nashville Zoo!
Teach VBS 2019: IN THE WILD!
June 17 – 21 | 9:00 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
Help our kids take a journey IN THE WILD! We need teachers and
volunteers to lead the way in Bible study, crafts, music, snacks, nursery,
admin, and rec. Sign up today, and make plans to join us for the VBS
leadership training and lunch on Sunday, May 5, at noon.
Contact: Shannon Meadors, Shannon.Meadors@NashvilleFirst.org
VBS 2019: IN THE WILD!
June 17 – 21 | 9:00 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. | Ages: 5 – 12
At VBS 2019, kids will get up close and personal with elephants and
egrets, cockatoo and crocodiles! Along the journey, we’ll grab our
cameras, zoom in, and focus on Jesus! We’ll experience life changing
truths through Bible study, crafts, music, snacks, and mega games at
rec. Invite your friends! VBS is always free and registration never closes.
Contact: Shannon Meadors, Shannon.Meadors@NashvilleFirst.org

VBS PLUS — Register by June 3
June 17 – 21 | 12:15 – 5:15 p.m. | Ages: 5 – 12 | $32/day
Bring a sack lunch and stay all day with VBS Plus! Monday to Friday
until 5:15 p.m., our trained summer staff will continue the adventure
with chartered field trips:
• Monday – The Nashville Zoo
• Tuesday – Cedars of Lebano
• Wednesday – Brentwood Skate Center
• Thursday – Lost River Cave
• Friday – ‘The Secret Life of Pets 2”
VBS Early Care — Register by June 3
June 17 – 21 | 7:45 a.m. | Ages: 5 – 12 | $8/day
Early care includes a light breakfast.
CentriKid Camp — Register by May 1
July 8 – 12 | Campbellsville University in Campbellsville,
KY Grades 3 – 6 | $300
CentriKid is an overnight camp for preteens in Grades 3 – 6 with
awesome Bible study, kid-style worship, mega rec, and chosen tracks.
Scholarships are available. Please contact the Children’s Ministry Office
with questions or to register. Contact: Shannon Meadors,
Shannon.Meadors@NashvilleFirst.org, 615.664.6019
Music Arts Camp (MAC)
July 15 – 19 | 9:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. | Grades 1 – 6
Cost: $30/week if registered by July 1 ($50 after July 1)
Children experience a fun-filled week exploring music and the fine
arts. All the fun culminates into a musical performance on Sunday
night, July 21. Contact: Laurie Hall, Laurie.Hall@NashvilleFirst.org,
615.664.6030
MAC Plus — Register by July 7
July 15 – 19 | 12:30 p.m. – 5:15 p.m. | Grades 1 – 6
Cost: $32/day
Stay and play all day with MAC Plus! Kids will enjoy experiences
designed to spark interest in the arts and creatively investigate their
talents and abilities.
• Monday: Above All Trampoline Park
• Tuesday: Country Music Hall of Fame
• Wednesday: Nashville Gymnastics Training Center
• Thursday: The Frist Art Museum and ArtQuest
• Friday: “The Lion King,” a Disney live-action movie
Summer age groups are determined by the grade level completed
during the 2018-2019 school year. Full or partial scholarships are
available. Contact the Children’s Ministry Office with requests.
FOR MORE INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION:
NashvilleFirst.org/FirstKidsSummer

COMING SUMMER 2019!
Generate Student Camp
June 3 – 5 | NashvilleFirst.org/Camp2019
Registration closes May 15!
Youth Choir Mission Tour
June 21 – 30
New York, New York
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108 SEVENTH AVE SOUTH
NASHVILLE, TN 37203

“We’re going to develop this campus, so it can
be a ministry tool that will help us reach
a new generation for Christ.”
— Dr. Frank R. Lewis, senior pastor
We’re making progress on the 7th and Broadway addition. Check
NashvilleFirst.org/THE200 for monthly updates. See the first of
monthly update videos from Pastor Frank on May 1.

