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revivals are a sham. We need to cry to God that He
will not only pour out upon us a spirit of grace and of
supplication, but that He will also by His Holy Spirit
teach us how to pray.[i]

As we enter the second month of 2019, The Year of Spiritual
Awakening, I want to answer the question that I have asked
myself many times. Once I began talking about Spiritual
Awakening, many people in our church starting asking me the
same question.
“What will it take for a Spiritual Awakening to happen?”
When you start reading about Spiritual Awakening, one
thing becomes crystal clear: No Spiritual Awakening of any
significance ever took place without concerted effort in prayer.
I’m reading a book by R.A. Torrey (1856-1928), an American
evangelist, pastor, and prolific author. He wrote numerous
books on the subject of Spiritual Awakening and revival in the
Church. While we cannot force an awakening, or manipulate
God in any way to experience a revival, there are things that
must be evident in our lives if we hope to experience one. This
is what the great evangelist writes:
When any church can be brought to the place where they
will recognize their need of the Holy Spirit, and take their
eyes off from all men, and surrender absolutely to the Holy
Spirit’s control, and give themselves to much prayer for His
outpouring, and present themselves as His agents, having
stored the Word of God in their heads and hearts, and then
look to the Holy Spirit to give it power as it falls from their
lips, a mighty revival in the power of the Holy Ghost is
inevitable. The Holy Spirit must inspire us to and guide us in
prayer. Prayer is the vital breath of a true revival. Prayerless
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Two hundred Prayer Warriors from our church are
joining hundreds of other Christ-followers from across
Middle Tennessee to pray for Spiritual Awakening as you
read this article. Awaken Nashville is a prayer movement
that crosses denominational boundaries, and encourages
the body of Christ in every church to pray for every
resident of Davidson County in 2019. Church family, I
hope you will join us in this prayer. As you walk in your
neighborhoods, pray for your neighbors. As you shop and
find yourself in public places, pray for those around you.
When the Holy Spirit brings someone to your mind, pray
for them by name, that they might hear the call of God to
salvation in Christ.
Our city is in need of a Spiritual Awakening. In dreaming
about our future a few years ago, we said that we wanted
our church to be known as the epicenter of a Spiritual
Awakening in Nashville. Church, that will never happen
unless we get serious about it in prayer.
I’m committed to this, and I invite you to join me. Every
morning, I begin my prayer time on my knees before
God, asking Him to visit us once again in a powerful way.
I believe that we are a part of something much larger than
any one of us can imagine because of our commitment to
the gospel. Let’s carry it deeper and further than we’ve ever
dreamed of doing, but let’s start on our knees!
You are loved!

Torrey, R. A. (1901). The Holy Spirit in a Revival. (pp. 11–15).
New York; London; Edinburgh: Fleming H. Revell Company.
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Can Social Media
Be Redeemed?

Welcome to Our New Members!

by Jairo Namnun
Recently, I made a resolution. Of course, I want to read my Bible
every day and make sure I pray regularly, but I wanted to do
something different. I wanted to take a picture every day and post it
on Instagram. My reasoning? I wanted to remind myself to stop and
enjoy and see the world around me with fresh eyes. I wanted to look
back and see what the Lord had been doing in my life.
John Piper’s tweet rings true: “God is always doing 10,000 things in
your life, and you may be aware of three of them.” My thinking was
that by taking a picture every day, I might become aware of a fourth
or fifth.

Macon and Sandy Fields

Tim and Ann Futch,
Emma and Jett

Nashville First In History
In June of 1883, the church purchased
the corner of 7th and Broad for
$14,500 and soon erected a new
building at a complete cost of $70,000.

So let me begin by saying that I think social media, while full of
dangers, can have a redemptive place in the life of Christians and
churches. At the same time, I think many of us are too reactive
and not proactive enough. We do things because they’re the things
people do without necessarily meditating on the whys or the
whats. I see a lot of that in the way many of us use social media.
Particularly, I think our pages and timelines and boards are too full
of ourselves.
Me, Crucified

We Make It Easy to Give

In Galatians 2:20, Paul tells us: “I have been crucified with Christ,
and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in
the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave
himself for me.” In context, the apostle is comparing salvation by
works and Jewish inheritance with true salvation that comes by
faith alone in Jesus alone. If you read the entire chapter, you can see
that Paul is saying something along the lines of: “I don’t care that I
was born as a Jew, that there were other apostles before me, that I
might have been well-behaved by the standards of the Law or that
everyone in the church approves of me. The only thing I care about
is that I’m found in Christ because my life is not my own.” Getting
to a place like this—where you genuinely don’t trust in yourself and
your might, where you’re not worrying what others think of you,
where you stop wanting to be the first—is only possible by the grace
of God at work killing your selfishness day by day.

Continued on page 6 . . .

For your ease, whether in town or out of town, you can contribute
to the Lord’s Work through Nashville First Baptist Church:
• Give online with your smart phone: NashvilleFirst.org.
• Schedule an electronic contribution as frequently as you like
using bank draft.
• Mail a check, or place it in your Bible study or worship offering.
• Contribute cash in your own sealed envelope.

On the Cover
Gary Tullock and others
gave “Cookies to Cops” for
Valentine’s Day 2018.
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Who Teaches Our Teens?
The last in a series on the servant leaders who mentor and teach our young people
by Hallie Caddy
Many may be familiar with the name and face of Mary Bunn, Nashville First Baptist’s beloved children’s ministry assistant, who
is dedicated, hard-working, and hugely generous. However, she is not the only one in the Bunn household who matches this
description. Mary’s “partner-in-crime” and male counterpart, Bob Bunn, serves with the high school boys on Wednesday nights
and Sunday mornings, and does a fantastic job leading them. He’s been working with younger generations since he was in high
school, which adds up to at least 35 years of field experience in student ministry, 20 of which have been here at Nashville First
Baptist.

“I can be the older guy who has been there, done that—and has seen a lot of
kids in a lot of situations over the years,” notes Bob. “I want to be a mentor.
Every guys needs a Paul, a Barnabas, and a Timothy—someone who holds
them accountable. They also need an older believer who can be a mentor, and a
younger person they can mentor. For me, I get to be the Barnabas who
can give them a different take on life, and each of them
is a Timothy God has put in my path.”
Bob is relational and relatable, which are two qualities that serve him well, as he mentors
and helps mold the young male minds of our church. He is the first to admit that it takes
all kinds to teach all kinds. “I can be the older guy who has been there, done that—and
has seen a lot of kids in a lot of situations over the years,” notes Bob. “I want to be a
mentor. Every guys needs a Paul, a Barnabas, and a Timothy—someone who holds them
accountable. They also need an older believer who can be a mentor, and a younger person
they can mentor. For me, I get to be the Barnabas who can give them a different take on
life, and each of them is a Timothy God has put in my path.” How do parents respond
to such investment in their students’ lives? “I sometimes get parents—folks close to my
age—who thank me for being a student leader. Those parents love our
younger leaders, but somehow they appreciate having
someone their age speaking into their
kids’ lives, reinforcing what they teach at
home. I’m glad to play that role because
I know how much I appreciated leaders
doing that for my kids when they were in
the student ministry,” Bob observes. There
is a true passion rooted deep in Christian
leadership that drives Bob Bunn to mold
young lives. This is evident to so many people
around him, and his only real regret is that
there simply isn’t enough time to offer more
quality, undistracted, meaningful ministry.
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Even on a tight time-table, Bob relishes the moments of vulnerability and supportive discussion that take place in the allotted
time. He fully recognizes that it’s the “knee-to-knee” times when students share a piece of their heart that are so meaningful.
“They’re not only drawing closer to God with their questions, but they’re showing that you’ve earned a little bit of trust—and
that’s priceless,” says Bob. Perhaps this is why he also feels that 2 Timothy 2:2 (“And what you have heard from me in the presence
of many witnesses, commit to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.”) is most applicable when working in student
ministry. “Paul told Timothy to take the things he learned from Paul and to pour them into the next generation. Then, those
folks can pass it on to the next generation. That’s really how the gospel has spread for 2,000 years. I’ve been blessed to receive a
lot of great teaching through the years,” Bob says. “God has used so many mentors to transform my life and to help me be the
person I am today. I can’t escape my responsibility to pass that on to teenagers, so they can be equipped to extend the legacy after
I’m gone.” It’s exactly that pay-it-forward mentality that has allowed Bob Bunn to continuously shine his light, illuminating the
sometimes dark and uncertain path forward through the lives of our young people. That light helps reinforce the hope that Jesus
is in control of it all.

“God has used so many
mentors to transform my life
and to help me be the person
I am today. I can’t escape my
responsibility to pass that
on to teenagers, so they can
be equipped to extend the
legacy after I’m gone.”
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Winter Sermon
Series Continues

Can Social Media
Be Redeemed?

February 3
Getting Out of a Spiritual Rut
Hebrews 5:11-6:1
February 10
Pressing On Toward the Upward Call
Philippians 3:12-16
February 17
Why Not? | Hebrews 12:1-2
February 24
No Reservations, No Retreats, No Regrets | 2 Chronicles 21:20
March 3
Loving God, Loving People | Matthew 22:34-40

We still need classes/groups/departments to volunteer (providing
food and overnight hosting) on March 10, 17, and 24. We also need
help with overnight hosting on March 31. If you and/or your group
can help, contact Lauryn Moody at Laurynbmoody@gmail.com.

Give Your Church
a Thumbs Up
Follow these simple instructions to give Nashville First a great
review/recommendation in Google Business and on Facebook:

Google Review
• Go to Google.com.
• Search for Nashville First Baptist.
• Scroll down on the righthand side.
• Click on “Write a review.”
Facebook
6
• From your own page, search for “Nashville First Baptist.”
• Click on “Reviews” on the lefthand side.
6

Continued from page 3 . . .
Follow Me?
So what does this have to do with social media? A lot, actually.
Go to your Facebook page, and see if you can say with confidence
that your account says, “On Facebook, I no longer live, but Christ.”
Who are your posts about? Who is the protagonist of your photos?
I completely understand that many of us use Facebook as our way
of communicating with friends and family. I am not judging you at
all—we’re in this together. But let me ask again: Who comes out in
your comments? In your interaction with others? Is it evident that
you no longer live?
How about Twitter? This is probably my favorite social media
network. Can you imagine Paul retweeting compliments to
his letters and books, shouting at the Roman government
representatives or letting all his followers know how hungry he
was? And yet, if we don’t pay attention, that’s exactly how our
social media profiles look—filled with congratulations from others
and letting everyone know what we’re doing or how we’ve been
#blessed.
Even with good intentions, our timelines might actually be all about
us. Are we genuinely trying to point to our Savior? How about
Instagram? How many of our pictures are of us doing God’s work?
I believe that the spirit behind Matthew 6 of praying in private (v.
6), giving to the poor in secret (v. 3) and not flaunting our fasting (v.
17) should make us think twice about promoting everything we’re
doing for God, be it conferences, devotionals, or prayer meetings.
How does it show that we’re no longer living for us if our pages are
filled with the best curated pictures of ourselves we can find?
So who’s the star of your social media accounts? Do they show
you looking small and Christ looking big? How do they show that
you’ve been crucified and you no longer live?
I don’t have the answers, but I’m thinking and praying through this.
Would you join me?
This article originally appeared on LifeWayVoices.com.

First Events
SOUPer Bowl Sunday Canned Soup Drive
Sunday, February 3
Did you know one in six adults and one in four children struggle
with hunger every day in Tennessee? SOUPer Bowl Sunday
provides an opportunity for our church to rally together in this
fight against hunger in our community. On Sunday, February
3, Nashville First Baptist will collect canned soups and boxes
of crackers for our local food bank, Second Harvest. Last year,
Second Harvest distributed more than 29 million pounds of
food to more than 450 partner agencies, providing more than 24
million meals to hungry children, families, and seniors. Together,
our small gifts make a big difference here in Middle Tennessee.
Contact: Shannon Meadors,
Shannon.Meadors@NashvilleFirst.org
Discover First
New Program for Those Who Want to Know More
Sunday, February 3 | Following Worship
Discover First is an opportunity for people to get to know the
staff of Nashville First Baptist Church while learning about
the Nashville First vision, mission, and ministries. On the first
Sunday each month, our ministerial team will gather with guests
in the Chapel immediately following worship.
Save the Date!
The Passion
Sunday, April 14
Experience Holy Week through worship and music, featuring the
Nashville First and Forest Hills Baptist combined choirs with the
Nashville Praise Symphony.

Bible Drill
Sundays | 12 noon – 1:15 p.m. | Room 360
Bible Drill is a challenging yet super-fun semester for preteens
in Grades 4 – 6. It is designed to help kids develop skills in
order to navigate, memorize, and apply the Word of God. Each
independent year, preteens memorize 25 Bible verses, 10 key
Bible passages, and learn to locate the books of the Bible in
under 10 seconds. Combined with lunch, parties, and amazing
teachers, Bible Drill is a total thrill!
Contact Mary Bunn, 615.664.6023,
Mary.Bunn@NashvilleFirst.org

DNow 456: Ripple Effect
Friday, February 1, 6:30 p.m. –
Saturday, February 2, 1:00 p.m.
Chapel | Cost: $35 (additional sibling or friend: $25)
DNow 456 is a discipleship weekend for preteens in Grades
4 – 6 focused on friendships and growing closer to God. At this
year’s DNow 456, preteens will experience worship and Bible
study in the Chapel, sleep over with friends, rock laser tag, and
participate in a service project! Ministers and Bible study leaders
will conduct three interactive Bible studies on choices with
the theme verse 1 Timothy 4:12. Parents are invited to a short
meeting on Friday night at 6:45 for a weekend overview. Please
register by January 30. The new 2019 Medical Release form is
required.
Contact: Shannon Meadors,
Shannon.Meadors@NashvilleFirst.org
WE LOVE OUR TEACHERS!
First Kids’ Teacher Appreciation Week:
February 17 – 23
First Kids, parents, and grandparents are encouraged to share a
special thanks to our amazing children’s ministry leaders. First
Kids’ teachers, directors, and greeters are invited to a special
lunch in Room 150 on Sunday, February 17.
Contact Shannon Meadors, 615.664.6019,
Shannon.Meadors@NashvilleFirst.org
Parents Night Out: Valentine Edition
Friday, February 8
6:00 – 10:00 p.m. | Ages 6 weeks – Grade 6
Parents Night Out provides an opportunity for kids to play while
their parents enjoy a date night! At every PNO, preschoolers to
preteens enjoy a pizza party, crafts, games, and a movie complete
with popcorn. Babies and toddlers enjoy center play, stories,
and lots of cuddles. The cost for each PNO is $25 per family.
Payment and RSVP are due by noon on Thursday, February 7.
For more information, visit NashvilleFirst.org/pno.
Contact Mary Bunn, 615.664.6023,
Mary.Bunn@NashvilleFirst.org
SAVE THE DATES: COMING SUMMER 2019
Generate Student Camp | June 3 – 7
VBS: In the Wild | June 17 – 21
Youth Choir Mission Tour | June 21 – 30
CentriKid Camp | July 8 – 12
Music Arts Camp | July 15 – 19
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108 SEVENTH AVE SOUTH
NASHVILLE, TN 37203

A Night for Fathers and Daughters of All Ages
Enjoy a night of
dessert, music, and
lively entertainment!
WHEN:

Friday, February 15
7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
The Chapel

COST:

$15 per couple ($20 family max)

RSVP:

Kindly RSVP no later than February 10 at
NashvilleFirst.org/DadDaughter.

