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The year 2009 was a pivotal year for Ruth, 
and me. That year we agreed to be a “Friend-
ship Family” to an international student from 
Ukraine during his year of post-graduate studies 
at Virginia Commonwealth University (VCU) in 
Richmond, VA. He was part of the Hubert Hum-
phrey Scholars program, sponsored by the U.S. 
State Department which allows internationals to 
reside in the U.S. for a year to pursue a project 
study that will benefit their country. Competition 
is intense as only 3% of applicants are selected 
each year.
   We were matched to Valeriy Ryabukha from 
Chenirhiv, Ukraine. We had a “get acquainted” 
breakfast meeting at the Jefferson Hotel in down-
town Richmond. Valeriy’s wife Marina resigned 
her job and joined him for this extended time in 
America. She later described her time in the U.S. 
as a “fairy tale.” Though not skilled in English, 
she and Ruth managed to communicate effec-
tively. Perhaps shopping is a universal language.
   As much as possible, we attempted to be “Je-
sus” to Valeriy and Marina during their stay. 
Most of those experiences were just day-to-day 

happenings, but other things included enjoyable 
times at Sunday School class fellowships and 
worship. We also spent a day at an amusement 
park in nearby Williamsburg. I also introduced 
him to Christians I knew who might help him in 
his research to develop his drug abuse wrist in a 
bicycle accident, Ruth helped the couple through 
what seemed to be a health insurance filing 
nightmare.
   Valeriy chose to follow Jesus after his return 
to Ukraine, and we have had Bible Study/Disci-
pleship video conversations almost weekly since 
then. Ruth and I had the privilege of visiting 

A Gospel Connection in Ukraine

Billy Hoffman on the left and Valeriy Ryabukha on the right 
in Chernihiv, Ukraine.  

“The life I live in the body,I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” 
Galatians 2:20NIV



wrist in a bicycle accident, Ruth helped the cou-
ple through what seemed to be a health insurance 
filing nightmare. Valeriy and Marina in 2015, 
and God opened my heart to a strategy to make 
Christ known in Chernihiv. A strategic relation-
ship between the Ukraine Partnership Founda-
tion, Ukrainian Baptist Theological Seminary 
(UBTS), International Mission Board (IMB), and 
Valeriy has developed to place a church planter 
in Chernihiv to work with and assist Valeriy as he 
shares the gospel.
   God is doing great things in Ukraine. The sem-
inary has grown from 35 students in 2013 to over 
600 in 2017. God has brought these relationships 
together for this moment. The city of Chernihiv, 
with only 2% evangelical Christians, now has a 
church planter from UBTS, a connection with 
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IMB missionaries, and Valeriy. All have come 
into alignment to make Christ known and wor-
shipped.
   The strategy plan calls for people who can (1) 
pray for strategic needs to be met, (2) serve on 
the advisory team to review monthly progress, 
(3) offer wise counsel, and (4) volunteer to live up 
to three months in Chernihiv to serve as “conver-
sation partners” in the English as a Second Lan-
guage ministry. The Ukrainians are very open to 
Americans. God may be calling you to participate 
in a church planting movement in Ukraine.
   I am leading a vision trip for up to ten (maxi-
mum) people, September 23-October 1 (7 days 
in country). In addition to the fun of touring the 
area, we will visit the seminary in Lviv and see 
how God is using ESL effectively in Kiev. Finally, 
we’ll visit and prayer walk in Chernihiv. If you 
are interested in taking the trip, please contact 
me soon for the full itinerary, cost, and to check 
on availability.
Contact Billy Hoffman at 804-519-3954; 
or email brhoffman42@msn.com

prevention program for 
middle-school-age chil-
dren in Ukraine. Being 
available in the stressful 
times was very important. 
When Marina injured her

your soul than you do in theirs.
   When we moved my dad to the Tennessee 
State Veterans Home in Murfreesboro, my goal 
was to make memories. There was no knowing 
where dementia would take him. Sometimes 
those memories included telling jokes or watch-
ing Lonesome Dove multiple times. We went to 
movies or shared ice cream with the friends and 
team there. Those were very significant times in 
the journey with dad.
   Being with the residents of Morning Pointe 
brought some of that back. It was the Friday prior 
to Father's Day after all. What a joy to serve with 
such a talented young lady such as Annie, whose 
grandfather Tillman Britt is a resident. Time with 
people is precious, and it was an honor to have 
been asked.

          A Special Visit to Morning Pointe
by Lori Towns
Annie Roberson 
and I had the 
honor of spend-
ing half an hour 
with residents of 
Morning Pointe 
in Brentwood. It 
seems silly to have 
to write about this 

because it was just a sweet moment, something 
that just needs a “Thank you, God.” It wasn't 
about anything Annie or I did; it was the joy of 
worshipping with some senior saints in the pres-
ence of the Lord. Time with folks in transition, 
no matter what the transition, is valuable, mean-
ingful, and special. Those moments do more for 



NEVER on My Bucket List!!

by Lisa Bergen Wilson
 
Many of you have 
heard about my trip 
to Uganda and were 
asked to pray for me 
because I was ner-
vous about flying so 
far from home. I just 
couldn’t imagine be-
ing halfway around 
the world from all 
those I love.
   And now, I look forward to returning!
   What made the difference? And why 
should we help in Africa when there are so 
many needs here in the U.S.?
   I’ll answer the second question first. Simply 
put, we should help in Africa because they are 
our brothers and sisters in Christ, or soon will 
be; we should help because they are so eager 
for a Bible of their own; we should help be-
cause they are loving and gracious and hospi-
table beyond anything I’ve seen before.
   We should help because a small gift goes 
a VERY long way. In fact, $50 buys a Bible 
in their language; a straw mat; a comfort-
able, durable mattress; a mosquito net; and 
a blanket and everything is made in Uganda 
to support their economy. Those same items 
would be well over $150 in America. And 
unfortunately, in most places in the U.S., we 
aren’t permitted to share Bibles through our 
partnerships.
   Back to the first question: What made such 
a difference in my thinking? It actually hap-
pened the instant I met our four Ugandan 
staff members, whose warmth and care for 
their country and its people were contagious.
   Our first bed-distribution site. We were 

surrounded by singing, dancing, and rejoic-
ing women as soon as we stepped off the van. 
As we shared the gospel with them, sang, and 
taught them to say, “Hey, y’all!” the fellowship 
grew. And when we began to walk with each 
child to select a mattress and bag, the joy was 
overwhelming.
   None of us can imagine one of our own 
children or grandchildren sleeping outside on 
contaminated dirt. We cannot fathom watch-
ing our children suffer with malaria, unable 
to provide medicine they need. We cannot 
imagine our children not going to school be-
cause we cannot provide the funds.
   Neither could Sweet Sleep. Three years ago, 
we began CO-Ops. Groups of 12 women 
from unimaginable background situations, 
are now working together to build business-
es—raising goats, chickens, making and sell-
ing liquid soap, selling vegetables in roadside 
kiosks, making reusable sanitary napkins so 
girls don’t have to miss a week of school every 
month. So far, more than 48 CO-Ops are sup-
porting 70 people each!
   Life. Sweet Sleep. True Rest. I can share 
much more in person, but for now, let these 
pictures prompt you to pray every day for the 
children and women in Uganda who are ex-
periencing True Rest and those who are still 
waiting for our help.
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Rest and relaxation. All of us bene-
fit from a regular dose of both. I am 
working on the resting portion by 
sleeping seven to eight hours each 
night, and I’m making good progress 
in having checks and balances in 
place as I strive to rest emotionally. 
What better place to be this week than 
Cochrane, Alberta at the Canadian 

Southern Baptist Seminary and College.
   This morning, (July 21), I was touched as I read the 
daily devotion in Jesus Calling. Author Susan Young. 
shares: “Rest in My presence when you need refresh-
ment. Resting is not necessarily idleness, as people 
often perceive it. When you relax in My Company, you 
are demonstrating trust in Me. Trust is a rich word, 
laden with meaning and direction for your life … When 
you lean on Me for support, I delight in your trusting 
confidence.
   “Many people turn away from Me when they are 
exhausted. The associate Me with duty and diligence, 
so they try to hide from My Presence when they need 
a break from work. How this saddens Me! As I spoke 
through My prophet Isaiah: ‘In returning to Me and 
resting in Me you shall be saved; in quietness and trust 
shall be your strength.’” 
   I encourage you to read Proverbs 3:5 and Isaiah 
30:15. I look forward to resting and relaxing in God’s 
work with seven other servants from NFBC. As we 
serve in another environment, we strive to enhance the 
beauty of the seminary and college campus, making 
it possible for their faculty and staff to carry out their 
motto, “training tough leaders for tough places.” This is 
a real blessing for me! 
   From the foot of the Canadian Rockies, I share these 
blessings with you.
Pam


